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(IMS Culture and Society):

Indigenous Bodies, Maya Minds examines tension and conflict over ethnic and religious identity in the Kiche Maya
community of San Andrs Xecul in the Guatemalan Highlands and considers how religious and ethnic attachments are
sustained and transformed through the transnational experiences of locals who have migrated to the United
States.Author C. James MacK enzie explores the relationship among four coexisting religious communities within
Highland Maya villages in contemporary Guatemal acostumbre, traditionalist religion with a shamanic substrate;
Enthusiastic Christianity, versions of Charismaticism and Pentecostalism; an inculturated and Mayanized version of
Catholicism; and a purified and antisyncretic Maya Spiritualitywith attention to the modern and nonmodern
worldviews that sustain them. He introduces a sophisticated set of theories to interpret both traditional religion and its
relationship to other contemporary religious options, analyzing the relation among these various worldviews in terms
of the indigenization of modernity and the various ways modernity can be apprehended as an intellectual project or an
embodied experience.Indigenous Bodies, Maya Minds investigates the way an increasingly plural religious landscape
intersects with ethnic and other identities. It will be of interest to Mesoamerican and Mayan ethnographers, as well as
students and scholars of cultural anthropology, indigenous cultures, globalization, and religion.

A moving and intellectually stimulating contribution to Mesoamerican studies, as well as a meaningful contribution
for those interested in the nature of community in the continuing effort by scholars to come to terms with modernity.
Scholars, students, and perhaps even some policy makers will find much of interest in the work, and it setsa
comparative baseline for other studiesin the region in away that few works have done in recent years. Mathews
Samson, Davidson College



