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5 of 5 people found the following review helpful. InspirationalBy FreelandThis story must have been told and I am 
glad that the author has done so. It iillustrates humanity at its best and worst, but also the struggles of average people 
to confront terrifying adversity, with inner strength, commitment, creativity and ingenuity. It is inspirational for it 
shows that every human being has the potential to accomplish great things, irrespective of rewards or recognition. As 
the subtitle indicates, the book is not exclusively about a single individual. It is about a young Muslim diplomat who 
resolved to do all he could to save as many Jewish families as he could, but also about national sentiments, politics, 
deception, misfortune and injustice. The diplomat represented a neutral nation the government of which had, according 
to confidential Allied and Axis diplomatic reports, strictly observed its neutrality. Yet, Allied forces invaded his 
country and subjected his nation to great hardship. The diplomat, despite having lost his (diplomatic) immunity and 
status, did not vacate his post, and continued his service to the end of the war. Testimonies of survivors and archival 
documents the author has presented in the book show the diplomat's effort, the danger he faced, the hardship and 
humiliation his nation endured, but also the survival of hundreds of Iranian Jewish families, and their non-Iranian 
relatives and associates. The book's extensive notes are a treasure trove of information in themselves. The statesmen, 
politicians, commentators and political advisors interested in understanding Iranians will benefit from reading the 
book, and future generations could be inspired by its message.2 of 2 people found the following review helpful. Excite 
book, a must read by all Iranians (and ...By Amir A.Excite book, a must read by all Iranians (and those who think 
Iranians are out of touch) and should petition Steven Spielberg to make a movie off of this book.0 of 0 people found 
the following review helpful. History is full of surprises. Never ever I had ...By Ali AHistory is full of surprises. Never 
ever I had thought that an Iranian was so much involved in helping other people during world war II.

The astonishing story of a brave Iranian diplomat who saved many Jewish lives in World War II acutely relevant to 
Iranian-Israeli relations today 

The Iranian "threat" to Jews, Israel and the West is touted in the world's media on a daily basis. But what many people 
don't know is that Iran is home to the biggest Jewish community in the Middle East outside of Israel. The Muslim 
Iranian saved thousands of Jews by gaining exemptions from Nazi race laws and helping them escape from France. --
Simon Yaffe, Jewish Telegraph, March 16, 2012An Iranian official risking his life to save Jews! This scenario, while 
impossible nowadays, actually happened during the Holocaust. Meet Abdol Hossein Sardari, a diplomat at the Iranian 
mission in Paris during the 1940s. Known as the "Iranian Schindler," he helped thousands of Jews escape certain 
death -- by turning the Nazi race ideology on its head. --Raphael Ahrren, The Times Of Israel, Feb. 25, 2012The story 
he spun to Nazis, in a series of letters and reports, was that the Persian Emperor Cyrus had freed Jewish exiles in 
Babylon in 538 BC and they had returned to their homes. However, he told the Nazis, at some later point a small 
number of Iranians began to find the teachings of the Prophet Moses attractive -- and these Mosaiques, or Iranian 
followers of Moses, which he dubbed "Djuguten," were not part of the Jewish race. Using all his lawyer's skill, he 
exploited the internal contradictions and idiocies of the Nazis ideology to gain special treatment for the "Djuguten," as 
the archive material published in Mr. Mokhtari's new book shows. High level investigations were launched in Berlin 
with "experts" on racial purity drafted to give an opinion on whether this Iranian sect... were Jewish or not. In the 
Lion's Shadow, tells how Abdol Hossein Sardari risked everything to help fellow Iranians escape the Nazis. --Brian 
Wheeler, BBC News Magazine, Washington DC Dec. 20, 2011About the AuthorFariborz Mokhtariwas a political 
science professor at Norwich University in Vermont before joining the Near East South Asia Center for Strategic 
Studies in Washington, DC in 2002. He has written numerous articles and policy documents including "Dealing with 
Al-Qaeda" for American Foreign Policy Interests. He lives in Washington, DC. 


