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Fuad I Khuri : Imams and Emirs: State, Religion and Sects in Islam (Saqi Essentials)  before purchasing it in 
order to gage whether or not it would be worth my time, and all praised Imams and Emirs: State, Religion and Sects in 
Islam (Saqi Essentials): 

0 of 0 people found the following review helpful. An academic workBy GraniterI would say this book is targeted to an 

http://f3db.com/pub/links.php?id=0863564267


academic audience. I've been trying to learn about Islam and its many variants. I could work hard to decipher what this 
author is saying but I had hoped for a more accessible book. The fact that it didn't meet my expectations does not mean 
it's a badly written book. It just wasn't what I was looking for.2 of 2 people found the following review helpful. 
Complex and Diverse Muslim RealitiesBy Orville B. JenkinsFuad Khuri presents a competent and detailed but 
readable analysis in this carefully written work. Khuri analyzes the relationships of the form of state government and 
the type of Islam in virtually every country of the world where Muslims live. Not only that he also provides a 
historical anlysis of each of these, describing how each Islamic sect or order realtes to the particular form of 
government in every historical period.Khuri has conducted extensive on-the-ground investigation and draws upon his 
personal experience across the Muslim world. He provides a competent and very interesting analysis with practical 
conclusions about the role of various types of Islam under various types of governments. His analysis and description 
proves that the common ideas are too simplistic and overlook important realitites in the Arab and broader Muslim 
world.The information and analysis here will help westerners to overcome their stilted, limited and steroetyped views 
of political systems in the Muslim world. Khuri's work is an important resoruce for anyone who seriously wishes to 
understand the complex intersection of political formats and religious practice across the diverse "Muslim 
world."Khuri includes excellent historical and cultural information on various ethno-religious groups, historical 
movements and religious orders as well as political histories that I have not read elsewhere. This book is a rewarding 
and informative read, and should be annontated and kept accessible for ongoing consultation.

Fuad Khuris comparative study of Islamic sects in the contemporary Arab world spotlights those that share 
distinguishing features like geographical isolation, intensity of rituals, and duality of religious organization. He 
examines not only dogma but also the variables that differentiate a religion from a sect and a sect from a religious 
community.

'Readers in a variety of fields will find this book a reliable sourcewell researched, amply documented and highly 
readable.' Middle East Journal 'An excellent book.' Middle East International 'The relationship of authority and 
political culture among the Sunni and the Shi'a receives extensive treatment. The author's direct interaction with 
various ulema and his exposition of their views is useful.' International Journal of Middle East StudiesAbout the 
AuthorFuad I. Khuri was a leading anthropologist of the Middle East and a distinguished Lebanese writer and 
academic. He wrote extensively in English and Arabic on various aspects of Arab culture and society. Fuad I. Khuri 
died in 2003. 


