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From Brand: University of Nebraska Press : Imaginary Neighbors: Mediating Polish-Jewish Relations after the 
Holocaust  before purchasing it in order to gage whether or not it would be worth my time, and all praised Imaginary 
Neighbors: Mediating Polish-Jewish Relations after the Holocaust: 

1 of 1 people found the following review helpful. Almost Nothing New. One-Sided. No Mediation in This Book. Not 
Helpful to Polish-Jewish RelationsBy Jan PeczkisI picked up this book expecting, as the title had claimed, a theme 
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related to the mediation of Polish-Jewish relations. It does not do this. It does not even present both points of view. It 
is largely a repetition of various accusations against Poland (for example, the claims of Jan T. Gross on Jedwabne). 
The authors of this anthology who depart the most from objectivity, are Joanna B. Michlic, Joanna Baumann, Ewa 
Plonowska Ziarek, Joanna Tokarska-Bakir, and Dorota Glowacka.Want something better? The reader who is 
genuinely interested in mediating Polish-Jewish relations, in light of the legacy of the Holocaust, and from a Jewish 
viewpoint, should instead read Ludwik Hirszfeld: The Story of One Life (Rochester Studies in Medical History).3 of 7 
people found the following review helpful. No Mediation. Not Helpful to Polish-Jewish RelationsBy Jan 
PeczkisWARNING: Cultural MarxismUWAGA: Kulturowe MarksizmThe reader will find little that is new in this 
anthology. I picked up this book expecting, as the title had claimed, a theme related to the mediation of Polish-Jewish 
relations. It does not do this. It does not even present both points of view. It is largely a repetition of the claims of Jan 
T. Gross on Jedwabne. The authors of this anthology, who depart the most from objectivity, are Joanna B. Michlic, 
Joanna Baumann, Ewa Plonowska Ziarek, Joanna Tokarska-Bakir, and Dorota Glowacka.Want something better? The 
reader who is genuinely interested in mediating Polish-Jewish relations, in light of the legacy of the Holocaust, should 
instead read Ludwik Hirszfeld: The Story of One Life (Rochester Studies in Medical History). The author was a Polish 
Jew and intellectual, and he had often found himself on both sides of the issues that have divided Poles and Jews.

Imaginary Neighbors offers a unique and significant contribution to the contemporary debate concerning Holocaust 
memory by exploring the most important current political topic in Poland: Jewish-Polish relations during and after 
World War II. Drawing on the controversy and attention generated by Jan Grosss landmark book Neighbors, whose 
description of the brutal Jedwabne massacre reignited the debate over Polish-Jewish relations during the war, this 
timely volume presents a rich and nuanced examination of the manner in which past and present relations between 
Poles and Jews are understood in Poland and in the Polish and Jewish diasporas.
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