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1 of 1 people found the following review helpful. Ground war from Normandy.By William W. GeigerichInteresting 
perspective from Normandy to Germany. A very good read.0 of 0 people found the following review helpful. an 
incredible journey of survivalBy Thomas GoffeNormandy, the Breakout, the Huertgen Forest and the Battle of the 
Bulge were four of the most epic battles in Europe. George Wilson vividly describes his experiences as a young 
Infantry Platoon Leader and Company Commander. Casualties were high (over 200%) after some battles. As a young 
leader with what we'd now describe as meager training, he applied the lessons he learned through experience toward 
accomplishing often impossible missions. Some of the young soldiers put into his charge died so quickly that he never 
even had a chance to know their names. At one point, his unit was so decimated that he didn't have a single sergeant 
alive to lead the small teams into yet another seemingly impossible situation.This story is a reminder of the bravery of 
the nameless and faceless young men who fought in Europe who endured horrors, privations and indescribable events 
yet persevered to defeat evil.If I were to recommend only one book about World War II as seen by a typical soldier, 
this would be it.1 of 1 people found the following review helpful. First hand experience of a soldierBy twilalorenzoIf 
you want to try to experience what it was like on the battlefields of WWII, read this book. It evokes feelings in you 
that make you never wanting to experience being a soldier. I understand my dad better. Thank God for the USA 
soldier and their unselfish commitment to that which is good and right.

"If you survive your first day, I'll promote you."So promised George Wilson's World War II commanding officer in 
the hedgerows of Normandy -- and it was to be a promise dramatically fulfilled. From July, 1944, to the closing days 
of the war, from the first penetration of the Siegfried Line to the Nazis' last desperate charge in the Battle of the Bulge, 
Wilson fought in the thickest of the action, helping take the small towns of northern France and Belgium building by 
building.Of all the men and officers who started out in Company F of the 4th Infantry Division with him, Wilson was 
the only one who finished. In the end, he felt not like a conqueror or a victor, but an exhausted survivor, left with 
nothing but his life -- and his emotions.If You SurviveOne of the great first-person accounts of the making of a combat 
veteran, in the last, most violent months of World War II.

From the Inside Flap"If you survive your first day, I'll promote you." So promised George Wilson's World War II 
commanding officer in the hedgerows of Normandy -- and it was to be a promise dramatically fulfilled. From July, 
1944, to the closing days of the war, from the first penetration of the Siegfried Line to the Nazis' last desperate charge 
in the Battle of the Bulge, Wilson fought in the thickest of the action, helping take the small towns of northern France 
and Belgium building by building. Of all the men and officers who started out in Company F of the 4th Infantry 
Division with him, Wilson was the only one who finished. In the end, he felt not like a conqueror or a victor, but an 
exhausted survivor, left with nothing but his life -- and his emotions. If You Survive One of the great first-person 
accounts of the making of a combat veteran, in the last, most violent months of World War II.About the AuthorGeorge 
Wilson (19212005) was a first lieutenant in the U.S. Army during World War II. He wrote about that experience in his 
bookIf You Survive, which is now required reading at the U.S. Military Academy at West Point. 


