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Luke Bretherton : Hospitality as Holiness: Christian Witness Amid Moral Diversity  before purchasing it in order 
to gage whether or not it would be worth my time, and all praised Hospitality as Holiness: Christian Witness Amid 
Moral Diversity: 

1 of 1 people found the following review helpful. God's HospitalityBy Peter BoeveI liked how this author invited 
readers of explore relating the core theology of Christianity (the Trinity, Christ's life, teachings and resurrection) to the 
issues of a "non-theological" and diverse cultures. A highly nuanced read of the benefits of hospitality to engage 
differences e.g., the treatment of enemies and people dying. I gave it top ratings because the author weaves 
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comprehensive perspectives in ways that illumine deep and abiding truths.

We live amid increasing ethical plurality and fragmentation while at the same time more and more questions of moral 
gravity confront us. Some of these questions are new, such as those around human cloning and genetics. Other 
questions that were previously settled have re-emerged, such as those around the place of religion in politics. 
Responses to such questions are diverse, numerous and often vehemently contested. Hospitality as Holiness seeks to 
address the underlying question facing the church within contemporary moral debates: how should Christians relate to 
their neighbours when ethical disputes arise? The problems the book examines centre on what the nature and basis of 
Christian moral thought and action is, and in the contemporary context, whether moral disputes may be resolved with 
those who do not share the same framework as Christians. Bretherton establishes a model - that of hospitality - for 
how Christians and non-Christians can relate to each other amid moral diversity. This book will appeal to those 
interested in the broad question of the relationship between reason, tradition, natural law and revelation in theology, 
and more specifically to those engaged with questions about plurality, tolerance and ethical conflict in Christian ethics 
and medical ethics.

'The issues in this book will be recognised as crucial by anyone who wants to achieve a more satisfying grasp of the 
relation to each other of Christian ethics and moral philosophy, and by anyone who wants to understand what makes 
for fruitful exchanges between interlocutors who really do hold opposing views. Bretherton's clear and engaging text 
reaches beyond mere analysis and criticism to the development of a model of dialogue in terms of 'hospitality'. I 
commend this book strongly and without reserve.' --Nigel Biggar, Oxford University, UK'Bretherton s book is quite 
brilliant: elegant in its structural composition, tightly argued, lucidly written, erudite, nuanced and urbane, and 
relentlessly theological.' --Gavin D Costa, University of Bristol, in Theology (2008)Bretherton s argument and 
example of euthanasia/hospice as an expression of the church s hospitality is quite compelling. His attempt to 
demonstrate that the church can engage a very pluralistic moral and cultural environment constructively while 
retaining its own criteria of moral evaluation is persuasive. ... The book is well-written and is an important 
contribution to contemporary reflections about how the church should engage its cultural context. --Christine Pohl, 
Asbury Theological Seminary, in Studies in Christian Ethics (2007)About the AuthorLuke Bretherton is Senior 
Lecturer in Theology Politics, and Convenor of the Faith Public Policy Forum at Kings College London. He has 
worked with a variety of faith-based NGOs, mission agencies and churches in several national and international 
contexts. He is the author of Christianity and Contemporary Politics: The Conditions and Possibilities of Faithful 
Witness (2010) and s Editor of the journal Political Theology. 


