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Gregory P. Gallant : Hope and Fear in Margaret Chase Smith's America: A Continuous Tangle  before 
purchasing it in order to gage whether or not it would be worth my time, and all praised Hope and Fear in Margaret 
Chase Smith's America: A Continuous Tangle: 

1 of 1 people found the following review helpful. Five StarsBy JAMES G SARGENTVery Good!!2 of 2 people found 
the following review helpful. The interested reader will be amazed at the exhaustive wealth of detail providedBy 
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Christian PotholmReview of Greg Gallant, Hope and Fear in Margaret Chase Smiths America (Lantham: Lexington 
Books, 2014). There have been a number of biographies of Margaret Chase Smith by Alberta Gould, Patricia Schmidt, 
Janann Sherman and Patricia Ward to name but a few. So one would imagine there is little more to tell. Yet this work 
plows new ground, providing illuminating detail about her thoughts, actions and the challenges she faced, including 
having to confront the reality of her husbands illegitimate child after his death, all this while running to replace him in 
the U.S. Congress. By using the Cold War and changes in American society as a backdrop, the author captures the 
zeitgeist of America and positions Margaret Chase Smith at the center of its political landscape and gives the reader a 
most valuable and fresh look at those realities. As one of those interviewed for the work, I can attest to the accuracy of 
his recreation of that world as seen through the eyes of Bowdoin students in the class of 1962. This is a most valuable 
addition to the literature of that period for both the politics of Maine and the United States. The interested reader will 
be amazed at the exhaustive wealth of detail provided. A most worthwhile addition to the history of this fascinating 
period of upheaval and change.

Hope and Fear in Margaret Chase Smith's America: A Continuous Tangle provides a fresh interpretation of the life, 
career, and legacy of former United States Senator Margaret Chase Smith, the first woman elected to both houses of 
the U.S. Congress. The book examines the critical connections made by Smith to key policymakers, links that allowed 
her to overcome opposition and prejudice to gain access, influence, and power in Washington, D.C. Highlighting the 
tangle of personalities and events in America from 1940 to 1972, the book focuses on Smiths courageous and often 
solitary efforts on behalf of women during the 1940s, and her stand during the McCarthy era which earned her a 
national reputation for civility in public discourse. It also examines her key interactions with the group of U.S. 
Senators who were elected with her in 1948 and their work to forge public policy in the aftermath of McCarthyism, 
including domestic and international policy following Sputnik, the creation of the Space Program, civil rights, 
Vietnam, and Medicare. Against these events and activities, the book demonstrates the impact of the nations 
commitment to anticommunism and nuclear weapons which allowed politicians like Margaret Chase Smith to embrace 
contradictory stances on political dissent, military policy, and the role of government in American society.

Dr. Gallant has skillfully integrated 20th century social and political history by placing Margaret Chase Smiths 
sometimes difficult life and career in the context of strong personalities and critical events. A fascinating look at how 
Washington worked and how Smith, collaborated with, and alternately opposed, the great egos of the capitol city. 
(James S. Henderson, former Director of the Maine State Archives)Very few people have had the opportunity to spend 
so much of their professional career in the study of Margaret Chase Smith as has Gregory Gallant. His depth of 
knowledge comes through in his new autobiography of "The Red Rose of Skowhegan". His research is painstakingly 
thorough, and offers a remarkably candid view of this trailblazing senator. Smith is a more complex figure than some 
realize, and Gallant's work illustrates this well. The book is also notable and useful for its discussion of Cold War 
American politics and of the notable Senate Class of 1948. (Jim Melcher, University of Maine at Farmington)Hope 
and Fear in Margaret Chase Smiths America tells a thorough and highly informative story about Margaret Chase 
Smith and her centrality in twentieth-century U.S. politics. Gallant does an impressive job placing her in the context of 
many of the most seminal moments of the early Cold War, and is particularly adept at weaving the local history of her 
home state into the story. (David Hecht, Bowdoin College)Hope and Fear in Margaret Chase Smith's America: A 
Continuous Tangle examines national trends in America from 1940 to 1972 against a backdrop of anticommunism and 
nuclear policy. It provides a glimpse into the impact of tumultuous and threatening national events on local and 
regional communities, colleges and their students, and the lone woman in the United States Senate who gained a 
national reputation as a leading and courageous advocate for women, civic engagement, civil discourse, and the 
positive role of government in Americans daily lives. About the AuthorGregory Peter Gallant served for more than 
twenty-four years as director of the Margaret Chase Smith Library in Skowhegan, Maine, where he worked closely 
with Senator Smith for more than a decade. 


