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0 of 0 people found the following review helpful. Incredibly Moving, Certain to keep you ListeningBy 
B767CaptainThis review is specifically for the Audio CD version of the book. I purchased it after a trip to Hiroshima 
with my family, and was interested in the aftermath of the Atomic-bomb, and the rebirth of this large metropolitan 
city.John Hersey is masterful in his description and accounts of (6) persons who survived the A-bomb and their 
memories of the event. The initial story is the day of the bombing, August 6th,1945, and the descriptions, details and 
accounts of survivors is extremely graphic. The (6) survivors are a Jesuit priest, a surgeon, a desk clerk, a Methodist 
pastor, a Doctor and a tailor's widow. They were each terrorized by the explosion and mass destruction, but showed 
exemplary courage to survive, help others and recall the day's tragic timeline. Over 80,000 people died initially from 
the blast, and 20,000+ died in the days after from radiation sickness and explosive trauma or injuries sustained. The 
author returned to the city forty years later to interview those same (6) survivors and updates readers on their lives 
since that fateful day. Each survivor had a tinge of survivor's guilt, but displayed courage and perseverance in moving 
forward with their lives. The fate of each survivor is described in the final chapter.It is emotionally moving and 
terribly heart-wrenching listening to the graphic details of death, destruction and horrible burn/blast injuries sustained 
by inhabitants of this large, industrial city in southern Japan. George Guidall is the narrator and is magnificent in his 
rendering of the pages of this fine work. I highly recommend this audiobook to anyone who wishes to learn more 
about the first A-bomb dropped on a major population center, and it's subsequent aftermath. It is detailed, painfully 
graphic and very touching to hear the survivor's accounts. Notice to listeners: Extremely graphic detail of human burn 
injuries and blast trauma.2 of 2 people found the following review helpful. A Very Touching Account of HiroshimaBy 
Maria G.A very different approach to telling this sad but true story of the bombing of Hiroshima. It focuses on a group 
of survivors, all from different walks of life. They all interact with each other, and the story is told by each person as 
they tried to understand what had happened. They all touch your heart when you read of the degree of their injuries 
and how they managed to cope with them. A very unforgettable book.1 of 1 people found the following review 
helpful. A Must Read! Written initially the year after the ...By Nico VelaA Must Read! Written initially the year after 
the bomb was dropped, this novel recounts the journeys of five survivors the day of the bombing, and is largely 
credited with shifting public opinion on the issue of morality.

On August 6, 1945, Hiroshima was destroyed by the first atom bomb ever dropped on a city. This book, John Hersey's 
journalistic masterpiece, tells what happened on that day. Told through the memories of survivors, this timeless, 
powerful and compassionate document has become a classic "that stirs the conscience of humanity" (The New York 
Times).Almost four decades after the original publication of this celebrated book, John Hersey went back to 
Hiroshima in search of the people whose stories he had told. His account of what he discovered about them is now the 
eloquent and moving final chapter of Hiroshima.

From the Inside FlapOn August 6, 1945, Hiroshima was destroyed by the first atom bomb ever dropped on a city. This 
book, John Hersey's journalistic masterpiece, tells what happened on that day. Told through the memories of survivors, 
this timeless, powerful and compassionate document has become a classic "that stirs the conscience of humanity" 
("The New York Times). Almost four decades after the original publication of this celebrated book, John Hersey went 
back to Hiroshima in search of the people whose stories he had told. His account of what he discovered about them is 
now the eloquent and moving final chapter of Hiroshima.From the Back Cover"Nothing can be said about this book 
that can equal what the book has to say. It speaks for itself, and in an unforgettable way, for humanity."--The New 
York Times "One of the great classics of the war." --The New RepublicAbout the AuthorJohn Hersey was born in 
Tientsin, China, in 1914 and lived there until 1925, when his family returned to the United States. He studied at Yale 
and Cambridge, served for a time as Sinclair Lewiss secretary, and then worked several years as a journalist. 
Beginning in 1947 he devoted his time mainly to writing fiction. He won the Pulitzer Prize, taught for two decades at 
Yale, and was president of the Authors League of America and Chancellor of the American Academy of Arts and 
Letters. John Hersey died in 1993. 


