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0 of 1 people found the following review helpful. Assuch it isuseful to get alarger picture of the different writers
...By CustomerThis book is acompilation of extracts from writings of Hindu nationalists. As such it is useful to get a
larger picture of the different writers and their ideas. Some of the most interesting extracts are from Swami Dayananda
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and Swami Shraddhananda.However, the most interesting writings in Hindu nationalism nowadays comes from
independent scholars and writers not directly affiliated with Hindu nationalist organisations like the RSS. These are
writers like Sita Ram Goel, Ram Swarup, Koenraad Elst, Rajiv Malhotra, Arun Shourie and Harsh Narain - authors
which are completely missing in this compilation. Among the writers of the pre-independence period, there are also
some names which should have been included (For example, Swami Dayananda is included, but the political writings
of Aurobindo are missing).The author Christophe Jaffrelot has been criticized as being biased against Hindu
culture/nationlism and for "Nehruvian prejudice”, while turning a blind eye to Islamic or Christian fundamentalism,
but unlike many similar writers, heis at least knowledgeable and knows his stuff. For those interested in an
introduction to Hindu nationalism, I'd rather recommend "Decolonizing the Hindu Mind" by Koenraad Elst.

Hindu nationalism came to world attention in 1998, when the Hindu nationalist Bharatiya Janata Party (BJP) won
national electionsin India. Although the BJP was defeated nationally in 2004, it continues to govern large Indian
states, and the movement it represents remains a major force in the world's largest democracy. This book presents the
thought of the founding fathers and key intellectual leaders of Hindu nationalism from the time of the British Rgj,
through the independence period, to the present. Spanning more than 130 years of Indian history and including the
writings of both famous and unknown ideologues, this reader reveals how the "Hindutuva' movement approaches key
issues of Indian politics. Covering such important topics as secularism, religious conversion, relations with Muslims,
education, and Hindu identity in the growing diaspora, this reader will be indispensable for anyone wishing to
understand contemporary Indian politics, society, culture, or history.

"No similar collection of primary materials exists, but now no other is necessary."--Brian K. Pennington, Religious
Studies "Jaffrelot has given us avaluable reference tool. It is possibly one for those who aready have some sense of
what the significance of Hindu nationalism has been rather than for the absolute beginner. Its strength liesin the clarity
of the trgjectory it depicts."--Shabum Tejani, Culture and ReligionFrom the Back Cover"Hindu Nationalism: A Reader
is an extraordinarily well-researched, well-thought-out, and useful anthology. The selection of reading material is
terrific. There is nothing of comparable scope available yet."--Pratap Bhanu Mehta, author of The Burden of
Democracy"As the foremost expert on Hindu nationalism, Jaffrel ot has employed his impressive knowledge to
produce a comprehensive and well-organized volume that is likely to become the seminal sourcebook on the subject
for many yearsto come."--Thomas Blom Hansen, author of The Saffron Wave: Democracy and Hindu Nationalism in
Modern IndiaAbout the AuthorChristophe Jaffrelot is director of the Centre d' Etudes et de Recherches Internationales
(CERI-Sciences PO/CNRYS) in Paris. His books include India's Silent Revolution: The Rise of the Lower Castesin
North India.



