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Craig Deroche : Highly Functional: A Collision Of Addiction Justice And Grace  before purchasing it in order to 
gage whether or not it would be worth my time, and all praised Highly Functional: A Collision Of Addiction Justice 
And Grace: 

7 of 7 people found the following review helpful. This is a great book and a real page turnerBy John JenkinsI don't 
write a lot of reviews - but this book is amazing! Not only is it one of the best books I have read in the memoir genre 
of "overcoming ones personal demons" it is one of the best books I have ever read.I intended to read this book after 
hearing about it on the radio as just another politician/addiction story but I was completely blown away. I was up until 

http://f3db.com/pub/links.php?id=0993284507


3am the first night and finished it the next day. The author, Mr. DeRoche tells a very authentic story and puts the 
reader smack dab in the middle of some very intense and gritty scenes. The family side of the book is heart wrenching, 
and I won't spoil it here.On top of the drama and tension on about every page, I found myself laughing at different 
points in the book and cheering for not only Craig DeRoche - but the work he is doing today as a result of this 
"peculiarly perfect solution he found." He now works for Prison Fellowship, and reading this reminded me of the first 
time I read "Born Again" by Chuck Colson who founded the organization.3 of 3 people found the following review 
helpful. Annoyed but gladBy Kindle CustomerHaving lost a son, brother and niece to the disease of addiction I have 
invested my energies in helping those who suffer the disease and those who love them. When receiving an invitation to 
read Craig's book I was tired, busy and simply out of sorts. I did not need one more book to read! And yet...sigh...I 
ordered it.The one piece of my work and education missing recently is the mess of our criminal justice system. Yet 
books have been landing in my lap to expand my thinking. Sigh.As a memoir the author now feels like a colleague 
though we have never talked. It would be easy to write this off to some form of grandiosity except key issues are laid 
out well in the narrative of Craig's experiences and others portrayed within the pages of this well written book.Maybe 
you or a loved one have to have traveled somewhere near this path to appreciate the important issues within. Or maybe 
you should just read and then talk to others who will affirm the greater truth that change must happen...Not for Craig 
or my loved ones but for the greater good of our country.3 of 3 people found the following review helpful. A book that 
I learned a lot from for my own spiritual growthBy M. BienertThis is a wonderful book! It's Mr. DeRoche's personal 
story of his growth and deliverance from alcohol addiction into a life of honesty to himself, others, and God, and of 
service to God. If you are skeptical of what I just wrote, and if your impulse is to dismiss it, please give this detailed 
narrative close scrutiny. There are many beautiful and personal details that will explain to you what it's like when you 
allow God to transform your life, and how one could connect with the Lord to start this process in the first place. And 
may you be sweetly blessed!Although I am already a Christian of many years' journey, Mr. DeRoche's book taught me 
some things I needed to know in order to practice my faith-walk better. The part that helped me the most was when he 
explained how he applied the 2nd step of AA to his life. (My own addictions run to things like potato chips and other 
people's praise, small-time addictions, but the dynamics are basically the same and the book helped me examine 
myself anyway.) The 2nd step asks us to pray for help in getting out from under our own ego, and to stop trying to 
control circumstances and thinking of things to do so that things come out a certain way. He explained that there is 
another way to approach circumstances, which is to just be present honestly and say the truth with love and do your 
best, and then instead of trying to come up with a "plan B" or keep hacking away at it, just allow what you can do 
honestly and humbly to be enough, and then pray and leave the rest to the Lord. I can't tell you how often, since I read 
this book, that stopping my own struggle and listening to others and to God instead has made life much simpler and 
better. The Lord has His own time and way to work things out, and as Mr. DeRoche says, God's plans are always so 
much better than mine!Another quick note--I'm a liberal, grassroots, 'it's gotta work for the lady in the laundromat'-
type person, while Mr. DeRoche is a noted and accomplished Republic politician. He didn't gross me out with political 
sidetalk at all! And now that he's heading Justice Fellowship, I can honestly say that both our oars are in the water and 
we're both rowing in the same direction. I am so grateful for this book, and for the Lord's work in Mr. DeRoche's life, 
and His love and deliverance for us all.

Even living under the spotlight of public life that shone so powerfully into Craig's affairs and personal life had failed 
to illuminate a deadly, personal secret, so powerful that it treatened to not only destroy him but his wife, family and 
friends and even his very existence. At 34 years old, the youngest speaker of the Michigan House of Representatives, 
Craig's talents resulted in a meteoric rise in the political arena.But the image was shattered when the secret that had 
been hidden made an unexpected and unwelcome entry onto the public stage.This is his story, the unvarnished truth of 
events that caused his catastrophic downfall and how he found freedom through Christ. 

An Amazing Testimony to God's Power and Plans in Our lives. Mark Batterson--New York Times Best Selling Author 
of The Circle Maker Lead Pastor of National Community Church --Pastor/Author Mark BattersonAbout the AuthorIn 
2004 Craig DeRoche's colleagues elected him youngest speaker of the House of Representatives in Michigan's modern 
history. In 20058 he helped build Gov. Mitt Romney's first run for president. Craig now serves as the leader of 
advocacy and public policy for Prison Fellowship, founded by Chuck Colson. Craig is a highly sought after voice in 
American criminal justice reform and addiction and is a popular speaker and published author on these topics. Craigs' 
mission is to change the American justice system and the way we treat those affected by addiction. Craig is married to 
Stacy and lives in Novi, Michigan with their three daughters and Remey, the wonder dog. 


