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Michael Smith : At Home with the Aztecs: An Archaeologist Uncovers Their Daily Life  before purchasing it in 
order to gage whether or not it would be worth my time, and all praised At Home with the Aztecs: An Archaeologist 
Uncovers Their Daily Life: 

1 of 1 people found the following review helpful. A captivating journey into the everyday lives of the Aztecs -- and of 

http://f3db.com/pub/links.php?id=1138100749


a practicing archeologistBy Jeffry A. FriedenThis wonderful book gives the reader real insight into two fascinating 
subjects: the lives of the people of Mesoamerica many centuries ago, and the life of a practicing archeologist. Michael 
Smith writes with extraordinary clarity about both topics, in ways that illuminate both the everyday lives of the 
ancestors of many contemporary Mexicans, and the academic profession he (and his wife) practices.This is a book for 
anyone interested in learning about the ways in which the people of Mexico lived their lives before the coming of the 
Europeans. And it is a book for anyone interested in learning the ways in which todays scholars learn about the past. 
Highly, highly recommended.0 of 0 people found the following review helpful. Fast Delivery! Great Price!By Troy 
EdwardsFast Delivery! Great Price!0 of 2 people found the following review helpful. The book was interesting and 
provided clear and insightful information ...By EmmaThe book was interesting and provided clear and insightful 
information, though I wish the author included site maps and location maps to help orient readers into where in the 
empire he was working.

At Home with the Aztecs provides a fresh view of Aztec society, focusing on households and communities instead of 
kings, pyramids, and human sacrifice. This new approach offers an opportunity to humanize the Aztecs, moving past 
the popular stereotype of sacrificial maniacs to demonstrate that these were successful and prosperous communities. 
Michael Smith also engagingly describes the scientific, logistic and personal dimensions of archaeological fieldwork, 
drawing on decades of excavating experience and considering how his research was affected by his interaction with 
contemporary Mexican communities. Through first-hand accounts of the ways archaeologists interpret sites and 
artifacts, the book illuminates how the archaeological process can provide information about ancient families. 
Facilitating a richer understanding of the Aztec world, Smiths research also redefines success, prosperity and 
resilience in ancient societies, making this book suitable not only for those interested in the Aztecs but in the 
examination of complex societies in general.

*** Winner of the Society of American Archaeology 2017 Book Award - Popular *** "Resisting the trappings of 
monumental archaeology a fixation on kings, priests, pyramids, and bloody ceremonies that has for so long dominated 
scholarly discourse Michael E Smith instead focuses on the life of the ordinary Aztec, diving into trash heaps and 
exploring households in order to investigate the humble communities that actually made up the largest part of Aztec 
society... Through his remarkably engaging narrative, Smith often weaves personal anecdotes and methodological 
insights, drawing the reader into the hot Mexican dirt right alongside him." Current World Archaeology "Smith is one 
of the preeminent authorities and archaeologists of the Aztec, and his compassionate rendition in this instance is a 
welcome contribution. In this eminently readable, engaging account, he weaves a wondrous archaeological tapestry of 
the unsung heroes and prosperous peasant communities whose resilience, determination, and cultural knowledge stand 
in stark contrast to the myths and misgivings that today cloud the interpretation of thousands of years of 
Mesoamerican civilization and civility. Summing up: Essential" R. G. Mendoza, CHOICE sAbout the AuthorMichael 
E. Smith is one of the leading international authorities on the Aztecs, with extensive experience excavating at Aztec 
sites. He is currently a Professor of Archaeology in the School of Human Evolution and Social Change at Arizona 
State University. 


