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Matilda" Tillie" Pierce Alleman : At Gettysburg, or, What a Girl Saw and Heard of the Battle before
purchasing it in order to gage whether or not it would be worth my time, and all praised At Gettysburg, or, What a Girl
Saw and Heard of the Battle:

0 of 0 people found the following review helpful. Interesting perspectiveBy Jeff DawsonVery interesting look at the
battle from a young girls perspective. Her vivid recollections of the shifting battle are excellent. Her parents send her
away so shell be safe and out of harms way. Every house she goes to becomes the front line. Her travels will have her
encountering a host of Union Generalsincluding Meade, and afew confederate soldiers looking for stragglers and


http://f3db.com/pub/links.php?id=1519085389

hiding Union soldiers.Her main impression is all the temporary hospitals that are set-up and the piles of limbs of
wounded men.Four Starsl of 1 people found the following review helpful. War is HellBy buffalo edHaving visited
Gettysburg on the July 4 Anniversary, the book was like awalking text to what | had seen. Thisisayoung girl's
writing about whatshe truly saw and heard during that historic three days. Overwhelming in the simplicity of the
narrative, yet powerful in its width and breadth.1 of 1 people found the following review helpful. A season not to be
forgottenBy PenelopeHer memories of atime of American history reveal the highest pursuit of sanity in an uncivilized
period. Established faith and respect for mankind combine to be held in Pierce's heart in her writing. Peace isthe
victory, but the cost bears the sacrifice with scars only to be healed by forgiveness.

On June 30th, 1863, fifteen-year-old resident of Gettysburg, Tillie Pierce, saw Union General Buford and his cavalry
pass through the town. For the next three days she would be a witness to one of the bloodiest battles on American soil.
On thefirst day, while cannons boomed on Seminary Hill and Cemetery Hill, Tillie was taken away from the heart of
Gettysburg to a small farm on Taneytown Road, thinking that she would be safer there, but this did not shield her from
therealities of war. It was on this day that she had the horrific experience of seeing adead soldier for the first time.
She would see more in the coming days. As Tillie recounts her experiences of assisting doctors and nursesin tending
to wounded soldiers to providing a small tin of water to General Meade, the reader is transported into the heart of the
battle from the viewpoint of ayoung observer. Asthe veteran who provides the preface states, The story istold with
such marked faithfulness, such honesty of expression, such vividness of portrayal, that those who lived in, and passed
through those scenes, or similar ones, will at once recognize the situations, and surroundings, as natural and real.
Written a number of years after the event, Tillie provides aday by day analysis of what she saw and heard during that
time, before, during and after the battle. After the Civil War Tillie married alawyer, Horace Alleman, and moved to
Selinsgrove, Pennsylvania. She recorded her account of Gettysburg in 1885. She died in Philadelphiain 1914.

About the AuthorTillie Pierce Alleman (1848-1914) was ayoung girl of 15 and aresident of Gettysburg during the
battle of Gettysburg. Her maiden name was Tillie Pierce. During the first day's fighting, Tillie's father, James Pierce,
ran a butcher shop in the town. During the first day of fighting at Gettysburg, the Pierces moved Tillie out of the town
to afarm, thinking she would be safer there. It turned out that Tillie ended up right behind the Union lines on the
second and third day. The farm where she stayed became afield hospital, and this young girl witnessed much suffering
and death. Later in life, Mrs. Alleman wrote an account of what she saw, and it is considered a very accurate and
excellent first hand source.



