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Excerpt from Arthur Hill Hassall, Physician Sanitary Reformer: A Short History of His Work in Public Hygiene, and 
of the Movement Against the Adulteration of Food and DrugsIn this book an attempt is made to recall and enumerate 
some of the services rendered to the community by a remarkable man, to whom, probably more than to any other 
single individual, are owing the comparative purity of our food, the satisfactory quality of the water supplied to 
London, and various other benefits, which, though lightly appreciated, conduce to the health and welfare of the 
people.It has been well and appropriately remarked that Arthur Hill Hassall, "The Apostle of Anti-Adulteration," 
taught public analysts "most of their knowledge of the microscopic structure of food substances." He "was truly the 
father of public analysis," and "left his mark beneficially on a number of divisions of natural science, although he had 
to work under conditions of poverty and ill-health which would have proved an effectual bar to persons less energetic 
and mentally less active."In the present memoir, with the Appendices A, B, and C, will be found a history in brief of 
the events which led to effective public action in Great Britain against the supply of impure water and the adulteration 
of food and drugs. Sixty years ago there was a crying need for legislation on all kinds of sanitary questions, and not 
least for civic regulation of the nature and quality of the foodstuffs and medicinal substances sold to consumers. Dr. 
Hassall's researches and writings, which at first were published in The Lancet, and afterwards in a succession of 
separate publications, put in motion a tremendous reform.About the PublisherForgotten Books publishes hundreds of 
thousands of rare and classic books. Find more at www.forgottenbooks.comThis book is a reproduction of an 
important historical work. Forgotten Books uses state-of-the-art technology to digitally reconstruct the work, 
preserving the original format whilst repairing imperfections present in the aged copy. In rare cases, an imperfection in 
the original, such as a blemish or missing page, may be replicated in our edition. We do, however, repair the vast 
majority of imperfections successfully; any imperfections that remain are intentionally left to preserve the state of such 
historical works.


