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Eric Trager : Arab Fall: How the Muslim Brotherhood Won and Lost Egypt in 891 Days  before purchasing it in 
order to gage whether or not it would be worth my time, and all praised Arab Fall: How the Muslim Brotherhood Won 
and Lost Egypt in 891 Days: 

0 of 0 people found the following review helpful. Impressive interpretation of how the "Arab Spring" affected Egypt. 
...By Lawrence S.Impressive interpretation of how the "Arab Spring" affected Egypt. Mr. Trager's first-hand account is 

http://f3db.com/pub/links.php?id=1626163626


a clear and informative analysis of the Muslim Brotherhood, by that I mean, its organization and methods, its 
undemocratic ideology, and most importantly, the Obama Administration and particularly Sec. of State, Hillary 
Clinton, total misunderstanding of whom the Brotherhood were and are.1 of 1 people found the following review 
helpful. Insightful and InterestingBy CustomerA great insight into the tumultuous events of Egyptian politics under the 
Muslim Brotherhood.0 of 1 people found the following review helpful. Why the Muslim Brotherhood lost EgyptBy 
robert spitalnickEric Trager, the leading expert on the Muslim Brotherhood, has contributed to our understanding of 
recent developments in Egypt. This highly readable and well-researched book is the product of hundreds of interviews 
within Egypt including Brotherhood members. Trager forcefully lays out the case that despite its decades trying to 
obtain political power, the Brotherhood was unprepared to exercise that power constructively. Even with the support 
of the Egyptian military and the backing of the Obam administration, the Brothers were undone by their lack of a plan 
other than to govern by Sharia law. Outstanding.

How did Egypt's Muslim Brotherhood win power so quickly after the dramatic "Arab Spring" uprising that ended 
President Hosni Mubarak's thirty-year reign in February 2011? And why did the Brotherhood fall from power even 
more quickly, culminating with the popular "rebellion" and military coup that toppled Egypt's first elected president, 
Brotherhood leader Mohamed Morsi, in July 2013? In Arab Fall, Eric Trager examines the Brotherhood's decision 
making throughout this critical period, explaining its reasons for joining the 2011 uprising, running for a majority of 
the seats in the 20112012 parliamentary elections, and nominating a presidential candidate despite its initial promise 
not to do so. Based on extensive research in Egypt and interviews with dozens of Brotherhood leaders and cadres 
including Morsi, Trager argues that the very organizational characteristics that helped the Brotherhood win power also 
contributed to its rapid downfall. The Brotherhood's intensive process for recruiting members and its rigid nationwide 
command-chain meant that it possessed unparalleled mobilizing capabilities for winning the first post-Mubarak 
parliamentary and presidential elections. Yet the Brotherhood's hierarchical organizational culture, in which dissenters 
are banished and critics are viewed as enemies of Islam, bred exclusivism. This alienated many Egyptians, including 
many within Egypt's state institutions. The Brotherhood's insularity also prevented its leaders from recognizing how 
quickly the country was slipping from their grasp, leaving hundreds of thousands of Muslim Brothers entirely 
unprepared for the brutal crackdown that followed Morsi's overthrow. Trager concludes with an assessment of the 
current state of Egyptian politics and examines the Brotherhood's prospects for reemerging.

"Add Trager's book to the 'must reads' on the Muslim Brotherhood. His years of research that includes large numbers 
of interviews with Brothers up and down as well as across Egypt offer an extraordinarily rich picture of the 
organization's structure, the ways its members think, and the Brotherhood's political goals. Trager writes extremely 
well, which makes the volume a great read, too." Steven Cook, Eni Enrico Mattei Senior Fellow for Middle East and 
Africa Studies, The Council of Foreign Relations"Eric Trager is Washington's go-to expert on Egypt, the Arab Spring, 
and the rise and fall (and possible rise again) of the Muslim Brotherhood. Clear-eyed, incisive, and authoritative, 
Trager specializes in making sense of a maddeningly complicated crisis, and he does so without sacrificing scholarly 
rigor in the process. "Arab Fall" is an indispensable book about a tumultuous period in the history of a hugely 
important country, and in the history of the Brotherhood, a group that has profoundly shaped the world in which we 
live today." Jeffrey Goldberg, The Atlantic"Throughout the Mohamed Morsi's presidency, Eric Trager was 
consistently prescient about Egypt's political trajectory through an unprecedented period. In this book, he is just as 
thoughtful as he threads seeming disparate events to tell Egypt's story, both during the uprising and now. This is a 
must read for anyone who wants to understand the Muslim Brotherhood and its impact on today's Egypt." Nancy 
Youssef, Senior National Security Correspondent, The Daily Beast"This is the definitive book on the Muslim 
Brotherhood that you have been waiting for since the Egyptian uprising. This is a brilliant chronicle of a collapse 
foretold. The closed, rigid political culture of the MB, its disciplined cohesiveness and exclusivism; the very reasons 
for its initial brief success, quickly became the causes for its thunderous, bloody collapse." Hisham Melhem, 
Columnist, Al Arabiya News ChannelAbout the AuthorEric Trager is the Esther K. Wagner Fellow at the Washington 
Institute for Near East Policy, where his research focuses on Egyptian politics. His writings have appeared in the New 
York Times, Wall Street Journal, Foreign Affairs, and elsewhere. 


