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Tacitus : Annals (Penguin Classics)  before purchasing it in order to gage whether or not it would be worth my time, 
and all praised Annals (Penguin Classics): 

2 of 2 people found the following review helpful. was a difficult read - more like reading the jottings in someone's 
notebookBy NASAnnals, by Tacitus, was a difficult read - more like reading the jottings in someone's notebook. Also 
Tacitus uses multiple names for the same person or one name for multiple personalities in a family. However, I found 
the history had more depth since Tacitus lived close to the time of the events he describes. His analysis of the Roman 
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legions, wars, weak Senate activities, and utter depravity of the emperor's, noblemen and their families was brought 
out in detail. Very interesting.0 of 0 people found the following review helpful. Unreadable tacitusBy Jennifer 
HuebnerIt was very disappointing.I have read much better versions.4 of 5 people found the following review helpful. 
Tacitus "Annals" in Penguin Classics paperback. Hooray!By R. J. RyanThe five stars are for anyone (everyone) who, 
like me has borrowed, googled, wikied Tacitus for years without having one's own copy. I not only gave out hits to my 
family re birthday and Christmas presents, I told them I'd be in heaven I I had my own copy.There is no other review I 
can offer except to say what a treasure trove it is. Tacitus is not a cover to cover read, but rather a mine of gems that 
one might stumble upon by accident or design. But then, all the really scholarly people know this already. My poor 
review is for the interested unschooled such as myself. Maybe, if you put it on your wishlist, someone in the family 
might buy it for you.

A compelling new translation of a vital account of Roman historyWith clarity and vivid intensity, Tacitus's Annals 
recounts the pivotal events in Roman history from the years shortly before the death of Augustus to the death of Nero 
in 68 AD, including the reign of terror under the corrupt Tiberius, the great fire of Rome during the time of Nero, and 
the wars, poisonings, scandals, conspiracies, and murders that were part of imperial life. Despite Tacitus's claim that 
they were written objectively, the Annals is sharply critical of the emperors' excesses and fearful for the future of 
imperial Rome, while also filled with a longing for its past glories.For more than seventy years, Penguin has been the 
leading publisher of classic literature in the English-speaking world. With more than 1,700 titles, Penguin Classics 
represents a global bookshelf of the best works throughout history and across genres and disciplines. Readers trust the 
series to provide authoritative texts enhanced by introductions and notes by distinguished scholars and contemporary 
authors, as well as up-to-date translations by award-winning translators.

About the AuthorTacitus, born in about AD 56 in southern Gaul (modern Provence) under the emperor Nero, was 
probably the son of an equestrian. He enjoyed success as a both a politician and writer, publishing the Agricola (a 
biography of his father-in-law) and the Germania (an ethnographical study of the peoples of Germany) in 98. Today he 
is best known as a historian, the author of The Histories and the Annals. The culmination of Tacitus' public career was 
when he won the prestigious post of proconsul of Asia (112/13). He died at some point after 115 and probably lived 
into the reign of Hadrian, but there is no evidence for his later life or the date of his death. Cynthia Damon received 
her PhD from Stanford University and taught at Harvard University and at Amherst College before moving to the 
University of Pennsylvania. She is the author of The Mask of the Parasite, a commentary on Tacitus' Histories 1, and, 
with Will Batstone, Caesar's Civil War. 


