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A. Leo Oppenheim, Erica Reiner : Ancient Mesopotamia: Portrait of a Dead Civilization before purchasingitin
order to gage whether or not it would be worth my time, and al praised Ancient Mesopotamia: Portrait of a Dead
Civilization:

4 of 4 people found the following review helpful. Buyers and Sellers beware of misprinted copies!By Zachary W.
SilviaA.L. Oppenheim's work is certainly outdated in some respects but his work remains a starting point for any
serious student of Assyriology. Those who seek a more recent overview might want to turn to Snell's'Lifein the
Ancient Near East', for areview of socid life, or Khurt's'Ancient Near East' for history. Y et two stars given because


http://f3db.com/pub/links.php?id=0226631877

the importance of this work should not be understated.But this review isless about Oppenheim's work and more about
the University of Chicago's revised 2nd edition (1977). Buyers and sellers beware that a number of these books have
significant errorsin publishing that make the text impossible to read. After page 48, in the middle of chapter one, the
text begins again from page 17 (the introduction). All of the introduction is reprinted as well as al of chapter one up to
page 48. Then the text jumps to page 81 and all of pages 49-80 are completely missing.It was quite frustrating to
realize this only after reading the first 48 pages then having to purchase a new copy and throw this edition in the
recycling bin.O of O people found the following review helpful. good bookBy vampire28good on the subject of along
lost culture0 of 0 people found the following review helpful. Five StarsBy Nathan Sepul vedagood book

"This splendid work of scholarship . . . sums up with economy and power al that the written record so far deciphered
has to tell about the ancient and complementary civilizations of Babylon and Assyria."Edward B. Garside, New Y ork
Times Book ReviewAncient M esopotamiathe area now called Iraghas received less attention than ancient Egypt and
other long-extinct and more spectacular civilizations. But numerous small clay tablets buried in the desert soil for
thousands of years make it possible for usto know more about the people of ancient M esopotamia than any other land
in the early Near East.Professor Oppenheim, who studied these tablets for more than thirty years, used his intimate
knowledge of long-dead languages to put together adistinctively personal picture of the Mesopotamians of some three
thousand years ago. Following Oppenheim's death, Erica Reiner used the author's outline to complete the revisions he
had begun."To any serious student of Mesopotamian civilization, thisis one of the most valuable books ever
written."Leonard Cottrell, Book Week"Leo Oppenheim has made a bold, brave, pioneering attempt to present a
synthesis of the vast mass of philological and archaeological data that have accumulated over the past hundred yearsin
the field of Assyriological research.”"Samuel Noah Kramer, ArchaeologyA. Leo Oppenheim, one of the most
distinguished Assyriologists of our time, was editor in charge of the Assyrian Dictionary of the Oriental Institute and
John A. Wilson Professor of Oriental Studies at the University of Chicago.



