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Susan Pollock : Ancient M esopotamia (Case Studiesin Early Societies) before purchasing it in order to gage
whether or not it would be worth my time, and all praised Ancient Mesopotamia (Case Studiesin Early Societies):

0 of 0 people found the following review helpful. In the dirt...By AlisonMeant for academia, it can be dry in aresas.
However it is thorough and lucid enough for the general reader.0 of 2 people found the following review helpful. Five
StarsBy PyramidExcellent product. Excellent service.29 of 30 people found the following review helpful. An
excellent, readable under grad textbook on MesopotamiaBy Steve Ericksonl have been reading a ton about
Mesopotamialately, and this book was terrific. Be warned, though - it iswritten very clearly in atext book style.ltis


http://f3db.com/pub/links.php?id=0521575680

dry writing - Dr. Pollack does not really attempt to liven up her writing with colorful stories, myths, etc. An example
to contrast with is Kramer's book "History Begins at Sumer," where he tries to give a more informal, evocative spin on
similar issues. (Kramer's book isitself another take on his own dry, previous book on Sumeria. has both of these, if
interested.)She is matter of fact and gets right down to business, in each of her chapters. She covers a standard set of
topics for a culture - death, writing, bureaucracy, economics, etc.So be warned - it's not written to enchant or lure you
in. It feels very much like a college textbook. In thisrespect, it is very brief - each chapter is only 25 pages long or so.
The whole book has only 224 pages of core text. Very short for atextbook - | have the trade paperback version, soit is
light and thin - very easy to read,too.But now to the meat of it: the reason | liked this book so much was exactly for the
strengths that come with it being an undergrad textbook: she presents evidence and little details that are very, very
interesting.Most other books will just SAY that the Uruk period had less social differentiation than the later, more
urbanized Early Dynasty periods. But she gives you little, easy to read tables and graphs that show the actual
breakdowns of how much pottery was found at each time. Y ou get to think alittle for yourself as to what that means.
My favorite example was when she discusses gender in pictures on Mesopotamian art. Women (or what are interpreted
to possibly be women) are shown in groups making textiles. Men are shown with textiles too, but also alone, also in
combat, herding animals, etc. She infers that women are not individuated like the men can be on occasion in the
artwork.The concise tables she gives are easy to peruse yourself and fun to see how archaeol ogists actually form
conjectures asto what it actually means. | loved that. By the way, she focuses on gender along the way, a nice surprise
and refreshing for most of these types of books.Another great bit was on burial methods - in the earlier Ubaid period,
the official (but not necessarily actual) societal position was that in death, we are al part of the community, not so
much individuals. Graves show mostly similarity to each other. Not so for the Early Dynastic, where social
differentiation is now heavily emphasized. Graves have objects that show striking disparities of wealth and status
between members of society. So we can see that over time, stratification isincreasing as civilization 'progresses.’
Fascinating.Are these observations interesting to you? If they seem obvious, then this book may not be so good for
you. If you like alittle more info on what anthropologists actually FIND, then thisis aworthwhile book. Lots of little
details - how scientists gauge stratification by the types of bones found in different houses; the age at which animals
are killed helps determine whether they were raised primarily for meat (males killed young), or wool (both genders
killed later)- these are the little things that abound, and that | just had a ball with. | liked seeing how archaeologists try
to make sense of the brute artifacts themselves.| aready have a strong interest in Mesopotamia. I'm not sureiif this
book will be lively enough to spark an interest not already present. But | read it in aday - very easy to read. It isdry,
official initsstyle, yet not terminologically dense. Y ou can just see her trying to write in that academic style while
having her undergrads be able to understand what her point is.I recommend this book. | wish, though, that she spent
more time on certain details: more on how widespread the infamous death pits at the Royal Cemetary at Ur were.
What is the overall evidence for human sacrifice, for the death pits. Also, | was very unsatisfied with the depth she
went into the actual mythology of the area. At the end, she states that two areas she wants to explore more in the future
are gender and the lives of ordinary folk. So it was surprising that the meaning and the themes of the literature and
mythology are not more than cursorily addressed here. | guess that is due to her archaeological approach: she talks a
great deal about tombs, houses, plant findings. Y ou can find these things in the ground. Meaning? Well....In addition,
what about sex? She addresses gender - how males and females relate socially, but not sexually. Let metell you, |
recently read a tranglation of the 12 tablets that Gilgamesh was written on, and thereis a great deal of ripe, vivid
sexuality to be seen there. Raised on Christianity, | was not used to seeing the divine and explicit sexuality together.
Enkidu and the courtesan, as well as in other myths: Enlil rapes (!) his future wife Ninlil. Perhaps sexuality istoo
touchy for undergrads...So in sex and the meaning of the Mesopotamian literature and religion | think she either
overlooksit altogether or glidesright over it.But al in all, agreat book. I'm on now seeing what else she's written...

Thisis an in-depth treatment of the antecedents and first flourescence of early state and urban societies in lowland
Mesopotamia over nearly three millennia, from approximately 5000 to 2100 BC. The approach is explicitly
anthropological, drawing on contemporary theoretical perspectives to enrich our understanding of the ancient
Mesopotamian past. It explores the ways people of different genders and classes contributed and responded to
political, economic, and ideological changes. The interpretations are based on studies of regional settlement patterns,
faunal remains, artifact distributions and activity patterning, iconography, texts and burials.

"Pollock's writing flows easily and does not abfuscate her materials." Choice"Pollock is blessed with an enviable
ability to explain these matters clearly and concisely, so her work makes a fine textbook for students as well as
philologists and nonspecialists seeking an up-to-date account of early Mesopotamian history. | learned a great deal
from her book and found it as excellent teaching tool aswell." AJA"...refreshing...." Religious Studies



