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Swami Harshananda : An Introduction of Hindu Culture: Ancient Medieval before purchasing it in order to gage
whether or not it would be worth my time, and all praised An Introduction of Hindu Culture: Ancient Medieval:

1 of 1 people found the following review helpful. a definitive book on Indian Spiritual HeritageBy S. KUMARMan's
innate spirit - the personification of life, energy and consciousness - has always been goading him to rise above nature
by struggling against it and not by being in conformity with it. It is this struggle that resultsin his progress. This
progress can bein two directions: external and internal. External progress leads to a better standard of living, i.e..
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Civilization. Internal progress on the other hand, results in greater refinement of the whole personality, i.e.,
culture.Civilization and culture do not necessarily go together. Nor are they mutually exclusive. They can be elegantly
harmonized, provided one knows the rel ative proportions in combining them. Thisis exactly what the ancient rsis or
sages of Indiadid when they administered or guided the great kingdoms of their times.Records of ancient and
medieval history of our country as given by the foreign travelers and other foreigners bespeak not only of a high
degree of civilization but also of culture asrevealed in their account of appreciation of our people's deep devotion to
truth and ingrained honesty. This had been possible solely because the ancient and the medieval Hindus of India never
forgo that dharma - ethical values - and adhyatmavidya - spirituality - were the centre of gravity of their life.Table of
Contents----------=------- IntroductionSamskrti or CultureReligion and PhilosophyHindu ScoeityHindu Educational
SystemHindu Political InstitutionsHindu EconomicsHindu Judicial SystemContribution of the Hindus to
ScienceHindu Fine Arts and MusicHindu Culture Outside IndiaEpiloigueA Select
BibliographylndexREVIEWS:-------- Elegance and depth of scholarship mark this work which could be the finest of its
kind on the exposition of the greatness and appeal of the Hindu culture, down the ages from the Vedic times. It isalso
an overwhelmingly inspirational work of the class which kindles and rekindles the Indian pride in the Hindu
nationality and heritage, vibrant and unsurpassed for its content and universality.- Bhavan's Journa Thisis one of the
few books published these days which can be said to be fully worth the price and even more. Although it is called an
"Introduction" and not afull-fledged treatment of the subject, it must be said that it is more comprehensive than most
introductions are and conveys information and guidance with rare clarity and simplicity, aswell as
comprehensiveness.- The Hindu

This book was primarily written for Hindus to; reacquaint themselves with the history and glory of Indias civilization.
In the process, they provide for non-Indians a fascinating overview of India's contribution to the world. Thisincludes
India's educational system, politics, economics, and judicial system. Science and the fine arts, music and drama are
also carefully explored in this small but packed collection of information on the legacy of ancient and medieval India.
A fascinating aspect of the book is an overview of Indias culture influences are found outside of Indiain places
ranging from Afghanistan to South America. Even the Philippines and Russia shows marks of the Hindu culture.



