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Eli Lederhendler : American Jewry: A New History before purchasing it in order to gage whether or not it would
be worth my time, and all praised American Jewry: A New History:

0 of 0 people found the following review helpful. A History for the 21st CenturyBy Armand DerfnerA major addition
to the many fine books about Jews in America, this book breaks new ground with relevant perspectives for the new
21st century. Going well beyond the stories of individual's, organizations, communities, fields of learning, etc., this
book places American Jews in the context of an Americathat is changing Jews as Jews change the country. We see


http://f3db.com/pub/links.php?id=1316632628

how the past never goes away even as it and we move from erato era. Outstanding.0 of 0 people found the following
review helpful. Five StarsBy CustomerSuggested reading for anyone interested in American Jewish history!

Understanding the history of Jewsin Americarequires a synthesis of over 350 years of documents, social data,
literature and journalism, architecture, oratory, and debate, and each time that history is observed, new questions are
raised and new perspectives found. This book presents a readable account of that history, with an emphasis on
migration patterns, social and religious life, and political and economic affairs. It explains the long-range development
of American Jewry as the product of 'many new beginnings more than a direct evolution leading from early colonial
experiments to latter-day social patterns. This book also shows that not all of American Jewish history has occurred on
American soil, arguing that Jews, more than most other Americans, persist in assigning crucial importance to
international issues. This approach provides a fresh perspective that can open up the practice of minority-history
writing, so that the very concepts of minority and majority should not be taken for granted.

"Thisisasignificant contribution to the study of American Judaism, delivered intelligently and succinctly.
Lederhendler (American Jewish history, Hebrew Univ. of Jerusalem) emphasizes the sparseness and transience of
early Jewish settlement, the relatively accommaodating nature of the colonies and the new American nation, civic
integration, occupational diversity, intermarriage, and the lack of rabbis. ... Summing Up: Essential. All public and
academic leveld/libraries.' R. C. Cottrell, CHOICE 'He focuses on how American Jews preserved a sense of Jewish
peoplehood rather than on how they adapted to domestic events. Hisimplicit argument is that the historian needs to
approach the American Jewish experience as part of the global Jewish tapestry.' Elliot Jager, The Jerusalem
ReportAbout the AuthorEli Lederhendler was bornin New Y ork City, attended the Bronx High School of Science and
graduated from Columbia University, New York (BA) and the Jewish Theological Seminary of America (BHL, MA,
PhD). He has taught modern Jewish history at University College London, Vassar College, New York, Yae
University, Connecticut and the Hebrew University of Jerusalem, where he holds the Stephen S. Wise Chair in
American Jewish History and Institutions. He is the author of several noted books on American Jewish history in the
twentieth century, including the Koret Jewish Book Award-winning New Y ork Jews and the Decline of Urban
Ethnicity (2001), and is also co-editor of the prestigious annual journal Studiesin Contemporary Jewry.



