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before purchasing it in order to gage whether or not it would be worth my time, and all praised All This Hell: U.S. 
Nurses Imprisoned by the Japanese: 

2 of 2 people found the following review helpful. Still So Much We Will NEVER Know Of....By Pvt. W. G. Kirby 
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CustomerA very good little book. Not a police literary work...an oral history of sorts that only begins to uncover the 
tip of the iceberg in regards to the treatment of POWs, especially female POWs and civilian prisoners of the Empire of 
Japan in the mid-20th century. Readers need to remind themselves that these Japanese are NOT the Japanese of the 
postwar period up into the present day. The Japanese were arrogant and even sadistic in their national attitude towards 
prisoners. The loss of the war (Japan's only military defeat in history) brought the introduction of western ideas and 
morality to the nation. No excuses should otherwise be allowed for the way the Japanese WERE as opponents in the 
Second World War. And yes, their government DOES need to more readily and openly admit to their actions, even 
though they were almost a century ago. Only then will the wounds so many still bear begin to really heal. The women 
whose stories are related here are among those with the courage and ability to speak out about what they endured. One 
can only imagine what horrors were and still are too terrible to put to print. And as the years roll by, most of that 
horror will never come to light. This book is but a candle in that darkness.2 of 2 people found the following review 
helpful. Five StarsBy Althea Mix-BryanAs a navy nurse, this was sobering insightful. I am grateful for the legacy.1 of 
1 people found the following review helpful. Brave nurses making us proud.By Barbara McFeeA very sad but 
uplifting book about the nurses who stood up and cared for prisoners of the Japanese during World War II. I especially 
admired the Canadian RN who defied the enemy to assure those in her care who given the protection that they needed 
to survive and come home. My father-in-law was a prisoner held in a Japanese POW camp.

""Even though women were not supposed to be on the front lines, on the front lines we were. Women were not 
supposed to be interned either, but it happened to us. People should know what we endured. People should know what 
we can endure.""Lt. Col. Madeline Ullom More than one hundred U.S. Army and Navy nurses were stationed in Guam 
and the Philippines at the beginning of World War II. After the Japanese attack on Pearl Harbor in December 1941, 
five navy nurses on Guam became the first American military women of World War II to be taken prisoner by the 
Japanese. More than seventy army nurses survived five months of combat conditions in the jungles of Bataan and 
Corregidor before being captured, only to endure more than three years in prison camps. When freedom came, the 
U.S. military ordered the nurses to sign agreements with the government not to discuss their horrific experiences. 
Evelyn Monahan and Rosemary Neidel-Greenlee have conducted numerous interviews with survivors and scoured 
archives for letters, diaries, and journals to uncover the heroism and sacrifices of these brave women.

"As well as ably telling the story of what women can tolerate in the service of their country, the authors give a stirring 
account of the fighting that took place on Bataan and Corregidor."From the Inside FlapMore than one hundred U.S. 
Army and Navy nurses were stationed in Guam and the Philippines at the beginning of World War II. After the 
Japanese attack on Pearl Harbor in December 1941, five navy nurses on Guam became the first American military 
women of World War II to be taken prisoner by the Japanese. More than seventy army nurses survived five months of 
combat conditions in the jungles of Bataan and Corregidor before being captured, only to endure more than three years 
in prison camps. In all, nearly one hundred nurses became POWs. Many of these army nurses were considered too 
vital to the war effort to be evacuated from the Philippines. Though receiving only half the salary of male officers of 
the same rank, they helped establish outdoor hospitals and treated thousands of casualties despite rapidly decreasing 
supplies and rations. After their capture, they continued to care for the sick and wounded throughout their internment 
in the prison camps. This account of the nurses' imprisonment adds a vital chapter to the history of American 
personnel in the Pacific theater. Lt. Col. Madeline Ullom, one of the captured nurses, remarked, "Even though women 
were not supposed to be on the front lines, on the front lines we were. Women were not supposed to be interned either, 
but it happened to us. People should know what we endured. People should know what we can endure." When 
freedom came, the U.S. military ordered the nurses to sign agreements with the government not to discuss their 
horrific experiences. Evelyn Monahan and Rosemary Neidel-Greenlee have conducted numerous interviews with 
survivors and scoured archives for letters, diaries, and journals to uncover the heroism and sacrifices of these brave 
women. The authors' dedication to accuracy, combined with their personal expertise in medical care and military 
culture and discipline, has enabled them to produce a realistic reconstruction of the dramatic experiences of these 
POWs--All This Hell.About the AuthorEvelyn M. Monahan served as a U.S. Army medic during the Vietnam era and 
is a retired psychologist. Rosemary Neidel-Greenlee served in the Navy Nurse Corps during the Vietnam era and has 
held a number of clinical and administrative posts within the Department of Veterans Affairs. Monahan and Neidel-
Greenlee are coauthors, with Agnes Jensen Mangerich, of Albanian Escape: The True Story of U.S. Army Nurses 
Behind Enemy Lines. 


