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Kenneth Stow : Alienated Minority: The Jews of Medieval Latin Europe before purchasing it in order to gage
whether or not it would be worth my time, and all praised Alienated Minority: The Jews of Medieval Latin Europe:

2 of 4 people found the following review helpful. Important workBy Seth J. FrantzmanThis wonderful and important
work documents what Jews were doing and where they were between 1100 and 1500. It examines demographic and


http://f3db.com/pub/links.php?id=0674015932

culture as well asreligion and tradition and never forgets to examine the role of Jewsin society and pose the question:
how important and visible was the Jewish role in society in western world, how did Jews live and what was their
culture and place in European history? A very interesting book, scholarly and not exceedingly interesting, but
nonethel ess important.Seth J. Frantzman8 of 13 people found the following review helpful. Book isfull of detail, but
duller than dirtBy A CustomerThis book is good source material. Only expertsin Jewish history should read it. At
times, the book is hard to follow and can leave you confused. | do recommend it for research material though. | read
this book in Religion 301- Early Jewish history to 1492: Expulsion from Spain.

This narrative history surveying one thousand years of Jewish life integrates the Jewish experience into the context of
the overall culture and society of medieval Europe. It presents a new picture of the interaction between Christians and
Jews in this tumultuous era. Alienated Minority shows us what it meant to be a Jew in Europe in the Middle Ages. The
story beginsin the fifth century, when autonomous Jewish rule in Palestine came to a close, and when the papacy, led
by Gregory the Great, established enduring principles regarding Christian policy toward Jews. Kenneth Stow examines
the structures of self-government in the European Jewish community and the centrality of emerging concepts of
representation. He studies economic enterprise, especially banking; constructs a clear image of the medieval Jewish
family; and portraysin detail the very rich Jewish intellectual life. Analyzing policies of Church and Statein the
Middle Ages, Stow argues that afirmly defined legal and constitutional position of the Jewish minority in the earlier
period gave way to alegal status created expressly for Jews, who in the later period were seen asinimical to the
common good. It was this specia status that paved the way for the royal expulsions of Jews that began at the end of
the thirteenth century.



