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Erik Hornung : Akhenaten and the Religion of Light  before purchasing it in order to gage whether or not it would 
be worth my time, and all praised Akhenaten and the Religion of Light: 

0 of 0 people found the following review helpful. Five StarsBy washerincvery happy and please with my product1 of 1 
people found the following review helpful. Very informative read.By CustomerThis is a pretty specialized topic, but if 

http://f3db.com/pub/links.php?id=0801436583


it is one you are interested in, this is the book to buy. Very informative, reads easily, and doesn't shy away from the 
specifics the way a lot of books do.32 of 40 people found the following review helpful. A must for Egyptophiles 
interested in AmarnaBy Brian V. HuntHornung once again demonstrates his ability to pull together nuances of 
abstruse facets of Egyptian theology. I only wish this book was about twice as long with more extensive footnotes. 
Nevertheless, I couldn't put it down until it was finished and it provided me with new ways of looking at Akhenaten's 
extraordinary reign and its place, not only in Egyptian history, but in world History

Akhenaten, also known as Amenhotep IV, was king of Egypt during the Eighteenth Dynasty and reigned from 1375 to 
1358 b.c. Called the "religious revolutionary," he is the earliest known creator of a new religion. The cult he founded 
broke with Egypt's traditional polytheism and focused its worship on a single deity, the sun god Aten. Erik Hornung, 
one of the world's preeminent Egyptologists, here offers a concise and accessible account of Akhenaten and his 
religion of light. Hornung begins with a discussion of the nineteenth-century scholars who laid the foundation for our 
knowledge of Akhenaten's period and extends to the most recent archaeological finds. He emphasizes that Akhenaten's 
monotheistic theology represented the first attempt in history to explain the entire natural and human world on the 
basis of a single principle. "Akhenaten made light the absolute reference point," Hornung writes, "and it is astonishing 
how clearly and consistently he pursued this concept." Hornung also addresses such topics as the origins of the new 
religion; pro-found changes in beliefs regarding the afterlife; and the new Egyptian capital at Akhetaten which was 
devoted to the service of Aten, his prophet Akhenaten, and the latter's family.


