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A.P. Jamkhedkar : Ajanta (Monumental Legacy)  before purchasing it in order to gage whether or not it would be 
worth my time, and all praised Ajanta (Monumental Legacy): 

2 of 2 people found the following review helpful. OK on-site guideBy Larry N. StoutThe little book begins nicely by 
providing interesting context, but lapses quickly into cave-by-cave, preponderantly verbal descriptions that rehearse 
convoluted Buddhist myths. In essence, it is valuable only as an on-site guide, to tell you what you're looking at in 
each cave. A rather voluminous and daunting lexicon of Indian Buddhist terms is used, not all of the terms being 

http://f3db.com/pub/links.php?id=0195697855


included in the end-of-book glossary. Not indexed.

Situated about 106 kilometers from Aurangabad in Maharashtra, Ajanta rock cut caves are creations of about 700 
years, roughly from 200 BC to AD 525. This glorious Buddhist art of the Deccan was discovered in 1819, and given a 
World Heritage status by UNESCO in 1983. The most striking characteristic of Ajanta art is that architecture, 
sculpture and painting--the three expressions of fine art--all articulate at one place. Ajanta paintings give us graphic 
insights into the history of Buddhism in India. The caves also help us reconstruct the interrelationship between such 
centers in Central Asia and China, as also those in Buddhist countries like Sri Lanka, Myanmar, Thailand, which have 
similar specimens, but from a later period.
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