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Thefirst part of the Versified Commentary on the M lin tantra (M lin lokv rttika) by the tenth-century theologian
Abhinavagupta, which istranslated here for the first time, presents a philosophy of aivarevelation, conceived of asa
descent of the highest non-dual form of knowledge, through the different levels of speech, into the knowledge
embodied in the canon of Tantras or Agamas on which the aivareligion is based. The aim of the text isto demonstrate
the logic behind the claim of the monistic Tantric schools on which Abhinavagupta bases his philosophy. The present
volume dealsin itsintroduction with the scriptural background of the aivareligion because that is a prerequisite for
understanding many of the argumentsin the text. The tranglation is accompanied by are-edition of the Sanskrit text
with the help of two manuscripts not consulted before, and a running commentary. A fragment of ther ka, whichis
probably the source for some of Abhinavaguptas theories of the aiva canon, istranscribed in an appendix.”
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