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Excerpt from A Tour of St. Louis: Or, the Inside Life of a Great CityLouisiana, or The Illinois. The seat of the 
Government, which extended over this region, was at New Orleans. In 17 62, d'abadie, then Governor General, 
granted to Pierre Laclede Ligueste and his associates, under the name of The Louisiana Fur Company, the privilege of 
trading with the Indians 011 the Missouri and west of the Mississippi River, with authority to establish such posts as 
they might think fit in furtherance of their enterprise. The next year Laclede set out to explore the country assigned to 
him, accompanied, among others, by two youths, afterwards well known citizens of this place, the brothers Auguste 
and Pierre Chouteau. Having Carefully examined every point on the river, not omitting Ste. Genevieve, which had 
then for ten years been the headquar ters of a considerable trade in peltry and lead, be satisfied himself that no other 
site presented the advantages sought for by him to so great an extent as the spot on which now stands St. Louis. It was, 
at the time when Laclede first set foot upon it, a beautiful expanse of undulating prairie, free from woods, save at one 
point on the' river bank, near the center of the present city, which was then embellished by a grove of noble forest 
trees. He therefore resolved to establish his chief trading post here and on the 15th of February, 1764, carried that 
resolve into execution by taking formal possession of it, and naming it St. Louis.About the PublisherForgotten Books 
publishes hundreds of thousands of rare and classic books. Find more at www.forgottenbooks.comThis book is a 
reproduction of an important historical work. Forgotten Books uses state-of-the-art technology to digitally reconstruct 
the work, preserving the original format whilst repairing imperfections present in the aged copy. In rare cases, an 
imperfection in the original, such as a blemish or missing page, may be replicated in our edition. We do, however, 
repair the vast majority of imperfections successfully; any imperfections that remain are intentionally left to preserve 
the state of such historical works.


