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Klaus K. Klostermaier : A Survey of Hinduism: Third Edition  before purchasing it in order to gage whether or 
not it would be worth my time, and all praised A Survey of Hinduism: Third Edition: 

0 of 0 people found the following review helpful. DenseBy Andrew TompkinsFor starters this is an academic 
treatment of a wide variety of Hindu thought and concepts. It is not for the novice just beginning to be interested in 
Hinduism. While I read the volume straight through, it is probably better used as a reference volume since many of the 
chapters are clearly delineated on certain topics and in general can be read in isolation from other chapters and still 
make sense.Klostermaier has clearly done his share of research and for the serious student of Hindu thought this is an 
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important volume that should be read an compared with other similar volumes. However, I think that some other 
books in the same strain, such as Julius Lipner's are easier to read and just as well researched. A valiant attempt to be 
comprehensive of which it comes as close as any probably can when it comes to Hindu thought a solid, academic 
study.0 of 0 people found the following review helpful. GreatBy CustomerGreat0 of 0 people found the following 
review helpful. Five StarsBy CustomerGood book fast delivery

The third edition of this well-regarded introduction to Hinduism adds new material on the religions origins, on its 
relations with rival traditions, and on Hindu science.This third edition of the classic text updates the information 
contained in the earlier editions, and includes new chapters on the origins of Hinduism; its history of relations with 
Buddhism, Christianity, and Islam; Hindu science; and Hindu measures of time. The chronology and the bibliography 
have been updated as well.A comprehensive survey of the Hindu tradition, the book deals with the history of 
Hinduism, the sacred writings of the Hindus, the Hindu worldview, and the specifics of the major branches of 
HinduismVaisnavism, Saivism, and Saktism. It also focuses on the geographical ties of Hinduism with the land of 
India, the social order created by Hinduism, and the various systems of Hindu thought. Klaus K. Klostermaier 
describes the development of Hinduism in the nineteenth and twentieth centuries, including present-day political 
Hinduism and the efforts to turn Hinduism into a modern world religion. A unique feature of the book is its treatment 
of Hinduism in a topical fashion, rather than by chronological description of the development of Hinduism or by 
summary of the literature. The complexities of Hindu life and thought are thus made real to the reader, and Hindus will 
recognize it as their own tradition.Klostermaier has now made a great book even better. CHOICE

Klostermaier has now made a great book even better. CHOICE Praise for the Second Edition The first edition of this 
book appeared in 1989 and rapidly proved its worth as a textbook on Hinduism that was more inclusive and accessible 
than most especially for Western readers Although not meant primarily for specialists, it was so complete in its 
presentation of Hinduism that specialists found a place for it on their shelves as a ready reference This book offers the 
most comprehensive, balanced, accessible and yet deeply scholarly presentation of Hinduism in English. Harold 
Coward in Pacific Affairs""Klostermaier has now made a great book even better." -- CHOICE Praise for the Second 
Edition "The first edition of this book appeared in 1989 and rapidly proved its worth as a textbook on Hinduism that 
was more inclusive and accessible than most--especially for Western readers ... Although not meant primarily for 
specialists, it was so complete in its presentation of Hinduism that specialists found a place for it on their shelves as a 
ready reference ... This book offers the most comprehensive, balanced, accessible and yet deeply scholarly 
presentation of Hinduism in English." -- Harold Coward in Pacific AffairsFrom the Back CoverThis third edition of 
the classic text updates the information contained in the earlier editions, and includes new chapters on the origins of 
Hinduism; its history of relations with Buddhism, Christianity, and Islam; Hindu science; and Hindu measures of time. 
The chronology and the bibliography have been updated as well. A comprehensive survey of the Hindu tradition, the 
book deals with the history of Hinduism, the sacred writings of the Hindus, the Hindu worldview, and the specifics of 
the major branches of Hinduism--Vaisnavism, Saivism, and Saktism. It also focuses on the geographical ties of 
Hinduism with the land of India, the social order created by Hinduism, and the various systems of Hindu thought. 
Klaus K. Klostermaier describes the development of Hinduism in the nineteenth and twentieth centuries, including 
present-day political Hinduism and the efforts to turn Hinduism into a modern world religion. A unique feature of the 
book is its treatment of Hinduism in a topical fashion, rather than by chronological description of the development of 
Hinduism or by summary of the literature. The complexities of Hindu life and thought are thus made real to the reader, 
and Hindus will recognize it as their own tradition. Praise for the Second Edition "The first edition of this book 
appeared in 1989 and rapidly proved its worth as a textbook on Hinduism that was more inclusive and accessible than 
most--especially for Western readers ... Although not meant primarily for specialists, it was so complete in its 
presentation of Hinduism that specialists found a place for it on their shelves as a ready reference ... This book offers 
the most comprehensive, balanced, accessible and yet deeply scholarly presentation of Hinduism in English." -- Harold 
Coward in Pacific AffairsAbout the AuthorKlaus K. Klostermaier is University Distinguished Professor Emeritus in 
the Department of Religion at the University of Manitoba, Canada. He is the author of many books, including The 
Nature of Nature: Explorations in Science, Philosophy, and Religion. 


