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Richard L. Wood, Brad R. Fulton : A Shared Future: Faith-Based Organizing for Racial Equity and Ethical 
Democracy  before purchasing it in order to gage whether or not it would be worth my time, and all praised A Shared 
Future: Faith-Based Organizing for Racial Equity and Ethical Democracy: 

4 of 4 people found the following review helpful. Growing Into Democracy's Promise of EquityBy Chao ChangThis is 

http://f3db.com/pub/links.php?id=022630602X


book both for those familiar with community organizing and those new to this field. Wood documents one of the most 
hopeful trends in revitalizing the U.S. democracy by giving a detailed inside and outside look at faith based (or 
institution based) community organizing today. Particularly enlightening is how Woods demonstrates the growth in 
diversity and capacity to exercise power at the local,state and national levels by organizing networks like PICO, is 
beginning to re-shape the debate on issues of economic inequity, political stalemates and racial inequity. Wood is at 
his best when he situates the real life struggles of campaigns to end gun violence, expand economic opportunity for the 
marginalized and middle class, and enfranchise new immigrants, in the larger context of helping democracy live up to 
its promise as an "ethical democracy". Ron White1 of 1 people found the following review helpful. Five StarsBy Ram 
CnaanThe best source ever for understanding the role faith-based organizing coalitions play in keeping the US more 
egalitarian.

Faith-based community organizers have spent decades working for greater equality in American society, and more 
recently have become significant players in shaping health care, finance, and immigration reform at the highest levels 
of government. In A Shared Future, Richard L. Wood and Brad R. Fulton draw on a new national study of community 
organizing coalitions and in-depth interviews of key leaders in this field to show how faith-based organizing is 
creatively navigating the competing aspirations of Americas universalist and multiculturalist democratic ideals, even 
as it confronts three demons bedeviling American politics: economic inequality, federal policy paralysis, and racial 
inequity. With a broad view of the entire field and a distinct empirical focus on the PICO National Network, Wood 
and Fultons analysis illuminates the tensions, struggles, and deep rewards that come with pursuing racial equity within 
a social change organization and in society. Ultimately, A Shared Future offers a vision for how we might build a 
future that embodies the ethical democracy of the best American dreams. An interview of the authors on the subject of 
faith leaders organizing for justice (Peace Talks Radio, copyright Good Radio Shows, Inc.) can be heard at this link: 
https://beta.prx.org/stories/190030

A Shared Future is a very important and exciting book. Wood and Fulton have written a state-of-the-art treatment of 
the field of faith-based community organizing with a focus on two important developments: local-state-federal 
organizing and the emergence of a racial equity analysis at the heart of the organizing. These two developments, 
alongside the provocative yet careful analysis of the authors, make this a critically important book. It will be widely 
read and debated. 


