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before purchasing it in order to gage whether or not it would be worth my time, and all praised A Restatement of 
Religion: Swami Vivekananda and the Making of Hindu Nationalism: 

http://f3db.com/pub/links.php?id=0300197403


In this third installment of his comprehensive history of Indias religion and reappraisal of Hindu identity, Professor 
Jyotirmaya Sharma offers an engaging portrait of Swami Vivekananda and his relationship with his guru, the 
legendary Ramakrishna. Sharmas work focuses on Vivekanandas reinterpretation and formulation of diverse Indian 
spiritual and mystical traditions and practices as Hinduism and how it served to create, distort, and justify a national 
self-image. The author examines questions of caste and the primacy of the West in Vivekanandas vision, as well as the 
systematic marginalization of alternate religions and heterodox beliefs. In doing so, Professor Sharma provides readers 
with an incisive entryway into nineteenth- and twentieth-century Indian history and the rise of Hindutva, the Hindu 
nationalist movement.

A book of substance and importance, written in an engaging, straightforward style, illuminated by flashes of wit and, 
of course, by the author's deep knowledge of the cultural background and historical record. Sharmas scholarship is 
sound, well-informed, and well-presented. His book will become the classic statement about Vivekananda in this 
generation"David Shulman, Hebrew University 


