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Chris Harman : A People's History of the World: From the Stone Age to the New Millennium  before purchasing 
it in order to gage whether or not it would be worth my time, and all praised A People's History of the World: From 
the Stone Age to the New Millennium: 

2 of 2 people found the following review helpful. He demonstrates the marxist idea that humans are locked into a war 
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between the rich and the poor, the nobility and the bourgeoisBy Theo112Harman covers a lot of historical ground, 
from a point of view too often forgotten : class struggle. He demonstrates the marxist idea that humans are locked into 
a war between the rich and the poor, the nobility and the bourgeoisie, with the proletariat in the end, through a final 
revolution, liberating all societies. This focus explains a lot, but leaves a lot of events in the shadow. The value of 
individual freedom, the distortions of communist ideology by so many dictators, transforming a dreamed classless 
world into a real hell for millions, And when so many religious extremists use their political power to destroy basic 
freedom, would it not be urgent to defend a new Enlightenment?0 of 0 people found the following review helpful. 
Highly recommended!By CustomerLoved this book. It's a doorstop -- I had to rip it into three parts to be able to read it 
easily, but it's a page turner, and I read it all.0 of 0 people found the following review helpful. A thoughtful treatment 
of history.By Danielle A. JordanI reacquired this because I enjoyed it in paper format. I am eliminating my hard copies 
of most books because I tire of packing, toting, and unpacking thousand of books whenever I relocate. This alternative 
narrative of historical events invited thinking about the biased historical facts that I learned as a child. This book 
places history within a psychosocial context, which seems a more accurate portrayal of the unfolding of the American 
developmental process, albeit it from an equally important psychosocial context.

Chris Harman describes the shape and course of human history as a narrative of ordinary people forming and re-
forming complex societies in pursuit of common human goals. Interacting with the forces of technological change as 
well as the impact of powerful individuals and revolutionary ideas, these societies have engendered events familiar to 
every schoolchildfrom the empires of antiquity to the world wars of the twentieth century.In a bravura conclusion, 
Chris Harman exposes the reductive complacency of contemporary capitalism, and asks, in a world riven as never 
before by suffering and inequality, why we imagine that it canor shouldsurvive much longer. Ambitious, provocative 
and invigorating, A Peoples History of the World delivers a vital corrective to traditional history, as well as a powerful 
sense of the deep currents of humanity which surge beneath the froth of government.

I have had many people ask me if there is a book which does for world history what my book A Peoples History of the 
United States does for this country. I always responded that I know of only one book that accomplishes this extremely 
difficult task, and that is Chris Harmans A Peoples History of the World. It is an indispensable volume on my 
reference bookshelf. Howard Zinn The left has few accounts which convey as well as this book does the broad sweep 
of human history. Robin Blackburn, author of The Making of New World Slavery and The American CrucibleAbout 
the AuthorChris Harman (19422009) was the author of numerous books including A Peoples History of the World, 
The Fire Last Time: 1968 and After and The Lost Revolution: Germany 191823. He was editor of International 
Socialism Journal and was previously the editor of Socialist Worker for over two decadesyou can read his Guardian 
obituary here. 


