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Granada: 

Conquered in 1492 and colonized by invading Castilians, the city and kingdom of Granada faced radical changes 
imposed by its occupiers throughout the first half of the sixteenth centuryincluding the forced conversion of its native 
Muslim population. Written by Francisco Nez Muley, one of many coerced Christian converts, this extraordinary letter 
lodges a clear-sighted, impassioned protest against the unreasonable and strongly assimilationist laws that required all 
converted Muslims in Granada to dress, speak, eat, marry, celebrate festivals, and be buried exactly as the Castilian 
settler population did.Now available in its first English translation, Nez Muleys account is an invaluable example of 
how Spains former Muslims made active use of the written word to challenge and openly resist the progressively 
intolerant policies of the Spanish Crown. Timely and resonantgiven current debates concerning Islam, minorities, and 
cultural and linguistic assimilationthis edition provides scholars in a range of fields with a vivid and early example of 
resistance in the face of oppression.

Since its discovery in Madrids Biblioteca Nacional and publication in 1899, Francisco Nez Muleys Memorandum has 
become a key source for understanding the culture of early modern Spains Moriscos (Christian converts from Islam), 
and the increasingly tense relations between this minority group and the Castilian majority in the decades that led up to 
the Moriscos expulsion in 1609. . . . Vincent Barlettas excellent translation and edition now makes this important text 
available for an English-speaking public. . . . Together, the translated text and annotations make Nez Muleys 
Memorandum accessible to specialists and to general readers alike. 


