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E. H. Gombrich : A Little History of the World: Illustrated Edition (Little Histories)  before purchasing it in 
order to gage whether or not it would be worth my time, and all praised A Little History of the World: Illustrated 
Edition (Little Histories): 

38 of 38 people found the following review helpful. ClassicBy MommyTeaching4This is exactly what it says it is...a 
LITTLE history of the world....the size of the book alone should be an indicator of that. As a historian, a history 
teacher and a homeschool mom, I love this book when paired with more in depth material.I have read many negative 
reviews ( go to the 1 stars for this especially) and have found almost to a T that they are all commenting on the fact 
that religion is brought into the telling. Religion is a part of history. It was everywhere until very recently and until this 
day and age, it has always been the color of stories and history books. The way that history is written and interpreted, 
the objectives that are brought into history - and they ALWAYS are - is called zeitgeist, or the spirit of the age.In a 
nutshell, this is a lovely book meant for children. It is meant to appeal to their sense of wonder.4 of 4 people found the 
following review helpful. Great Easy ReadBy George LeeThe illustrations are beautifully made. The length of each 
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chapter and its tone of communicating the information make it easy for a casual readers to swallow. However, for 
those who are interested in my detailed analyses of historical events and figures, this book will be too brief and board 
to provide in-depth information.0 of 0 people found the following review helpful. A most excellent bookBy 
RowanThis is exactly what I had expected and hoped. A most excellent book. I was pleased to see it offered at such a 
good price. I would like to have it on my shelves in hard cover, for now I'm glad to have access to it on my Kindle. 
Easy to read and understand. An excellent addition to any library.

E. H. Gombrich's Little History of the World, though written in 1935, has become one of the treasures of historical 
writing since its first publication in English in 2005. The Yale edition alone has now sold over half a million copies, 
and the book is available worldwide in almost thirty languages. Gombrich was of course the best-known art historian 
of his time, and his text suggests illustrations on every page. This illustrated edition of the Little History brings 
together the pellucid humanity of his narrative with the images that may well have been in his mind's eye as he wrote 
the book. The two hundred illustrationsmost of them in full colorare not simple embellishments, though they are 
beautiful. They emerge from the text, enrich the author's intention, and deepen the pleasure of reading this remarkable 
work. For this edition the text is reset in a spacious format, flowing around illustrations that range from paintings to 
line drawings, emblems, motifs, and symbols. The book incorporates freshly drawn maps, a revised preface, and a new 
index. Blending high-grade design, fine paper, and classic binding, this is both a sumptuous gift book and an enhanced 
edition of a timeless account of human history.

"Sumptuously illustrated. . . . Perfect for reading to alert and curious children, but its even better as a secret pleasure, 
read alone, with no children in sight."Philip Kennicott,Washington Post 


