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William Bynum : A Little History of Science  before purchasing it in order to gage whether or not it would be worth 
my time, and all praised A Little History of Science: 

0 of 0 people found the following review helpful. How did he do it?By The Bookworm SailorIt is amazing how well 
this massive topic is covered on 40 chapters of 6 pages each. Very accessible language, presented in a way that I think 
the non-scientist will find comprehensible and interesting. Although this is presumably intended as bait to pique 
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interest in a young non-specialist, I enjoyed every bit of it (I have tertiary arts and sciences background) and I'm sure 
an intelligent and inquisitive 12-year old would love it too.0 of 0 people found the following review helpful. Five 
StarsBy Kindle CustomerIt tells a brief and concise summary of science major event!0 of 0 people found the following 
review helpful. Awesome SellerBy CustomerThe book is as good as it does, even better than I expected. So Pleased 
with this great book. Thank guys.

Science is fantastic. It tells us about the infinite reaches of space, the tiniest living organism, the human body, the 
history of Earth. People have always been doing science because they have always wanted to make sense of the world 
and harness its power. From ancient Greek philosophers through Einstein and Watson and Crick to the computer-
assisted scientists of today, men and women have wondered, examined, experimented, calculated, and sometimes 
made discoveries so earthshaking that people understood the worldor themselvesin an entirely new way.This inviting 
book tells a great adventure story: the history of science. It takes readers to the stars through the telescope, as the sun 
replaces the earth at the center of our universe. It delves beneath the surface of the planet, charts the evolution of 
chemistry's periodic table, introduces the physics that explain electricity, gravity, and the structure of atoms. It 
recounts the scientific quest that revealed the DNA molecule and opened unimagined new vistas for 
exploration.Emphasizing surprising and personal stories of scientists both famous and unsung, A Little History of 
Science traces the march of science through the centuries. The book opens a window on the exciting and unpredictable 
nature of scientific activity and describes the uproar that may ensue when scientific findings challenge established 
ideas. With delightful illustrations and a warm, accessible style, this is a volume for young and old to treasure together.

From BooklistFollowing A Little History of the World, by E. H. Gombrich (2005), which was a translation of a 1935 
German original, Yale has replicated that books approach in titles about language, philosophy, and now, science. In 40 
short chapters adorned with whimsical illustrations in woodcut style, Bynum proceeds from counting to cosmology. A 
professor of medicine, Bynum provides numerous glimpses into the advancement of human health through prcis of 
particular theories and discoveries associated with famous names, starting with Hippocrates and Galen, including such 
others as Paracelsus and William Harvey, and finishing with Louis Pasteur and modern antibiotic pharaceuticals. 
Noting biographical details of the scientists mentioned, such as the solitary personality of Isaac Newton, Bynum 
connects their characters to whatever scientific mystery piqued their curiosity. In the process, he often approaches a 
topic by extrapolating from a common experience, as from bird-watching to dinosaurs. A super-accessible introduction 
to science. --Gilbert Taylor "One advantage of a brief history is that this impressive roll of modern achievements 
unfolds while the leaps of prior centuries are still fresh in mind. That juxtaposition of what we know now verses what 
we knew then is breathtaking to contemplate. In Mr Bynums telling, a little history goes a long way."Alan Hirshfeld, 
The Wall Street Journal 


