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S. W. Wistrich : A Lethal Obsession: Anti-semitism from Antiquity to the Global Jihad before purchasing itin
order to gage whether or not it would be worth my time, and all praised A Lethal Obsession: Anti-semitism from

Antiquity to the Global Jihad:
0 of 0 people found the following review helpful. Jesus would still get beat up for being a Jew, if he returned todayBy


http://f3db.com/pub/links.php?id=1400060974

Holly J. GlaserS. W. Wistrich wrote this comprehensive history of Jew Hatred from alifetime of experience and
scholarship.l had no ideathat persecution of Jews was started by Christian Rome, or that the stereotypes and
accusations about Jews that we see today are almost the same as when the Christians first began to demonize their
founding religion.It appears to have been useful as a political tool to show that Christians were not Jews. Repetition
made this debasement of Jews into an article of faith. Muslims and Christians both have someone to blame their
troubles on, it's always the Jews. This attitude justifies them in cursing and demonizing the Jews in the sacred liturgy
and in sermons to the faithful.l find it ironic that any Jewish rabbi, such as Jesus was, is presumed to be sneaky and
untrustworthy. But thisidea didn't start until long after Jesus was dead. He would be quite surprised, should he return,
to find that those who claim to follow histeaching would still beat him up for being a Jew.After reading the first few
chapters, | was amazed that there are still people who identify and worship as Jews. After all their hardships, it makes
we wonder if adivine hand is at work.0 of O people found the following review helpful. absolutely unbelievably
impressive. | have read at least more ...By waltermichel absolutely unbelievably impressive. | have read at |east more
than a hundred books on the subject. a stunning summary. the Ahmadinejad section istruly frightening. i do not
understand why the dangers of the basic teachings of 1slam are not taken seriouslyO of 0 people found the following
review helpful. Extensive and thorough analytical work by the author for a...By Michael BanhidiExtensive and
thorough analytical work by the author for avery difficult and devastating subject as antisemitism which today is
appeared in adifferent form as "anti Israel" movement.

In this unprecedented work two decades in the making, leading historian Robert S. Wistrich examines the long and
ugly history of anti-Semitism, from the first recorded pogrom in 38 BCE to its shocking and widespread resurgence in
the present day. As no other book has done before it, A Lethal Obsession reveals the causes behind this shameful and
persistent form of hatred and offers a sobering look at how it may shake and reshape the world in years to come. Here
are the fascinating and long-forgotten roots of the Jewish differencethe violence that greeted the Jewish Diasporain
first-century Alexandria. Wistrich suggests that the idea of aformless God who passed down a universal moral law to
achosen few deeply disconcerted the pagan world. The early leaders of Christianity increased their strength by
painting these superior Jews as a cosmic and satanic evil, and by the time of the Crusades, murdering a Christ killer
had become an act of conscience. Moving seamlessly through centuries of war and dissidence, A Lethal Obsession
powerfully portrays the creation of the Protocols of the Elders of Zion, the fateful anti-Semitic tract commissioned by
Russias tsarist secret police at the end of the nineteenth centuryand the prediction by Theodor Herzl, Austrian founder
of political Zionism, of eventual disaster for the Jews in Europe.The twentieth century fulfilled this dark prophecy,
with the horrifying ascent of Hitlers Third Reich. Y et, as Wistrich disturbingly suggests, the end of World War |1
failed to neutralize the Judeophabic virus: Pogroms and prejudice continued in Soviet-controlled territories and in the
Arab-Muslim world that would fan flames for new decades of distrust, malice, and violence.Here, in pointed and
devastating detail, is our own world, one in which jihadi terrorists and the radical left blame Israel for all global ills. In
his concluding chapters, Wistrich warns of a possible nuclear Final Solution at the hands of Iran, aland in which a
formerly prosperous Jewish community has declined in both fortunes and freedoms.Dazzling in scope and erudition, A
Lethal Obsession is ariveting masterwork of investigative nonfiction, the definitive work on this unsettling yet
essential subject. It is destined to become an indispensable source for any student of world affairs.

From BooklistAn indisputably serious problem with global ramifications deserves an equally serious and
comprehensive treatment. Modern Jewish historian Wistrich has provided just that in his masterful dissection of the
origins, the dissemination, and the consequences of anti-Semitism in all of its most blatant and most subtle
manifestations. Though the size and the scope of this treatise may be initially daunting, intrepid readers will be
rewarded by the clarity of the scholarly presentation. Arguing that anti-Semitism in our postWorld War Il world has
returned with a vengeance and is, perhaps, more widespread and virulent than ever, he traces the ever-broadening roots
of what he considers the oldest and darkest of ideological obsessions. No matter what political or ideological slants
readers might bring to the table, thisis a significant, wide-ranging discourse on the topic of anti-Semitism that cannot
and should not be ignored. Wistrich has painstakingly done his homework and laid out his analysis, providing plenty
of food for thought and discussion. --Margaret Flanagan "A monumental and encyclopedic workone of the most
compelling studies of anti-Semitism past and present that | have read. It islikely to become the seminal work on the
subjecta must for scholars of hate and anti-Semitism." Irwin Cotler, MP: Former Minister of Justice and Attorney
General of Canada; Professor of Law, McGill University"A message of this remarkable work is that the Holocaust did
not only discredit anti-Semitism. In a sinister way, the murder of six million Jews has also inspired fantasies of
completing what the Third Reich had begun, and has led to widespread defamation of Israel by equating its policies
with Nazism. The grim case that Robert Wistrich advancesin A Lethal Obsession is overwhelming. In the awesome
scale of itsresearch, in its moral and literary force, and in its compelling political urgency, thereis no book quite like
it."Stephen J. Whitfield, Professor of American Civilization, Brandeis University."Thisis a splendid work of history.
A masterpiece." Jonathan Isragl, Institute for Advanced Study, Princeton”Robert Wistrich's work is a monument to



scholarship, precision, and passion. It islikely to become the single most essential treatment of anti-Semitism for all
those who seek to understand it and combat it." Ron Rosenbaum, author of Explaining Hitler" At the heart of Wistrich's
book isa halistic and global approach that seeks to analyze and understand the evolution of a"culture of hatred" that
has continued to dehumanize Jews until this very day. Intrigued by its uncanny ability to adapt, the author masterfully
explores the various mutations of anti-Semitism where it connects with contemporary social and political crises. This
book contains valuable new information and insights and is bound to become indispensable for the study of anti-
Semitism world wide." Jehuda Reinharz, Richard

K oretProfessorof M odernJewi shHistoryandPresident,Brandei sUniversity"In this major work of historical synthesis,
Robert Wistrich offers abundant evidence that genocidal anti-Semitism, and apol ogetics and indifference about is not
only amatter of the history of Nazi Germany and the Holocaust. Rather it remains akey element of contemporary
affairs. A Lethal Obsession, the result of years of scholarship, presents a profound and incisive interpretation of anti-
Semitism both before and after 1945. Wistrich offers remarkable, and infuriating details of the persistence and
permutation of this hallucinatory set of ideas within Europe as well asin the Middle East, North Africaand Iran, He
writes with the interpretive grasp of a historian of the first rank as well as with the passion and urgency that is so
essential in the face of the genocidal threats made against Israel and the Jews in recent years. It is both a major work of
enduring scholarly value as well as a much needed reminder to political leaders and citizens of the profound danger
posed by the advocates of the delusions that anti-Semitism has fostered in the past and continues to foster in the
present." Jeffrey Herf, author of The Jewish Enemy: Nazi Propaganda during World War Il and the Holocaust and Nazi
Propaganda for the Arab World and professor of Modern European History, University of Maryland, College
ParkAbout the AuthorRobert S. Wistrich is professor of modern European history at the Hebrew University of
Jerusalem and head of its Vidal Sassoon International Center for the Study of Antisemitism. Previously, he held the
Jewish Chronicle Chair of Jewish Studies at University College London and was visiting professor of history at
Brandeis and Harvard universities. A regular contributor to the Times Literary Supplement, heis the author of many
books, including Antisemitism: The Longest Hatred, and scripted the PBS television series of the same name.



