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John P. McKay : A History of World Societies, Vol. 1: To 1715  before purchasing it in order to gage whether or 
not it would be worth my time, and all praised A History of World Societies, Vol. 1: To 1715: 

0 of 0 people found the following review helpful. Five StarsBy CustomerA in my class0 of 0 people found the 
following review helpful. Difficult to put books by McKay down. Such great writing.By CyrusI got this and the other 
western society book by McKay from a thrift store for a few dollars and have been mesmerized by both. The authors 
make history a fun topic and easy to understand. I find these books even better written that the highly revered book by 
Spielvogel.I assume the target audience for these books are high school and early college students, so the topics are 
treated too concisely but just enough to give one a good flavor so if needed, one can look up more sources online.13 of 
13 people found the following review helpful. An excellent resources for teachers and studentsBy lisa navarreAs a 
high school history teacher, I have found this book to be an excellent resource for lecture notes. It includes specific 
and detailed information to illustrate significant historical periods and events that I have not found anywhere else. For 
example, the section on the Renaissance contains facinating detail on the role of women and Africans in Europe at that 
time. I have also loaned this book to students because the authors clearly outline the "so what" of historical events.
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With unparalleled coverage of social history, A History of World Societies explores the lives of peoples of the world 
within a political framework. The text is known for its readability, integration of strong scholarship, and new historical 
interpretations. A range of technology resources, including Houghton Mifflin's Eduspace online learning tool, 
premium Blackboard and WebCT content, and materials designed for student success, gives A History of World 
Societies one of the strongest technology programs on the market. Twentieth-century world and African history 
scholar Roger Beck joins the author team for the Seventh Edition. In addition to completely revising the last four 
chapters, Dr. Beck contributes his scholarly expertise throughout the text. The entire author team has worked to 
increase coverage of non-western topics in order to achieve a more balanced, global approach to world history. Several 
new features, as well as significant structural and content changes, round out this very thorough revision, most 
importantly, Volumes II and C, along with the complete version of the text, also include a 16-page essay by Roger 
Beck, titled "The Middle East in Today's World." The essay focuses on a broad examination of the various crises in 
the Middle East and their global consequences and is illustrated with photos and maps that help students visualize the 
topics.
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