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John Davies: A History of Wales before purchasing it in order to gage whether or not it would be worth my time,
and all praised A History of Wales:

1 of 1 people found the following review helpful. Dense, turdig, and difficultBy JHIf | have any pet peeves about the
many history books | read, it is a history book where the author wishes to name a plethora of historians with which to
argue or agree. There are enough namesin Welsh history to wrap one's head around without mentioning all these other
non-historical, non-Welsh names. Mentioning these other people is fine for footnotes, etc. Also, thisisaturgid read. |


http://f3db.com/pub/links.php?id=0140284753

am still looking for a great book on Welsh history that is not quite so turgid and difficult to follow. Recommendations
welcomed! 1 of 1 people found the following review helpful. So good I've read it twice! By JB1976A surprisingly well
written history of afascinating region. Davies cannot, of course, cover the entire history in any depth but what he
chose to highlight was, well, well chosen. So good I've read it twice! 2 of 2 people found the following review helpful.
Interesting, comprehensive, and an enjoyable readBy KatEasy to read, informative, comprehensive, and more
entertaining than you would think considering it is a history book. | got it as areference, but it has proven to be an
enjoyable read as well.

Stretching from the Ice Ages to the present day, this masterful account traces the political, social and cultural history
of the land that has come to be called Wales. Spanning prehistoric hill forts and Roman ruins to the Reformation, the
Industrial Revolution and the series of strikes by Welsh minersin the late twentieth century, thisis the definitive
history of an enduring people: a unique and compelling exploration of the origins of the Welsh nation, its devel opment
and itsrole in the modern world. This new edition brings this remarkable history into the new era of the Welsh
Assembly.

From BooklistDavies, ateacher in Cardiff, has not only taken cognizance of, and fluidly applied, the new tools history
availsitself of--such as economics and archaeology--he first wrote his history in Welsh. His tremendous exertion was
something new that the readers of Wales recognized, and they made it a best-seller there. Davies unearths the evidence
of prehistoric hill forts and Roman ruins; he delineates the feudal wars, the 1536 union with England and the ensuing
Reformation; and he explains the transformations of the Industrial Revolution. Accurate in all details, using
meaningful modern maps, balanced where doubts exist, thisimpressive history could be criticized as a labor of
patriotic love, if not for the visibly high professional standard to which Davies adheres. Nothing even remotely as
accomplished has been written about Wales since 1950. And, for afew future decades, don't expect a vessel this sturdy
to pass by. Gilbert TaylorFrom Kirkus sFrom the Ice Age until 1992: the story of Wales, expertly chronicled by
renowned Welsh scholar Davies (Welsh History/University College of Wales). The Welsh can claim to be the origina
Britons. They preserved alanguage and culture--and, for many centuries, alegal code-- that, along with their
topographical isolation, kept them distinct from the Angles (""English"), Saxons, and later Norman invaders. The
subjugation of Welsh land by the English occurred in stages: the vanquishing of LIywelyn's revolution in 1282; the
Act of Union in 1532; and the effects of the new commercia world that opened up after the Revolution of 1689 and
led to the mixed blessings of the Industrial Revolution. Here, Davies relates the history of his people with proper pride.
Avoiding sentimental generalizations and the temptation of portraying the Welsh as victims, he offers a closely written
monument of scholarship lightened by flashes of dry humor. Davies sees radicalism as an important Welsh trait,
exemplified in the Welsh role in the Chartist movement and, more recently, in the politics of the Liberal and Labor
parties. He questions the common view that Methodism and Revivalism were authentic expressions of Welsh culture,
and he points out that many Welsh migrated to America, especialy to Pennsylvania, and that one-third of the
signatories of the Declaration of Independence were their descendants. In the late 18th century, he adds, rumors
abounded that America had been ““discovered" in 1170 by a Welshman, one Madog, and that atribe of Welsh-
speaking Indians, the Madogwys, still dwelt deep within the continent. Davies devotes the last third of his book to the
recent political scenein Wales, including the growth of the nationalist party, Plaid Cymru. He concludes that tenacity
and adaptation to changed circumstances are the hallmarks of this nation, whose fullnessis yet to be. Not for the
casual reader--but amust for al who love to trace the story of an ancient people. (Thirty-three maps and diagrams) --
Copyright 1993, Kirkus Associates, LP. All rights reserved.Language NotesText: Welsh (translation) Original
Language: English



