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Bonnie S. Ander son, Judith P. Zinsser : A History of Their Own: Women in Europe from Prehistory to the
Present, Vol. 1 before purchasing it in order to gage whether or not it would be worth my time, and all praised A
History of Their Own: Women in Europe from Prehistory to the Present, Val. 1.
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0 of 0 people found the following review helpful. Women's HistoryBy Tierni H. MooreThisis awonderful resource
book and frighteningly descriptive book on our female ancestors. | actually purchased this to replace my original copy
which had been lost during a move. It goes back to very early history and how women were revered and considered
strong and virtuous, to the decline and low value women attained in even our own current history. There is a sequel to
this which touches more on the late 1800's to current time. | am ever amazed at the strength and spirit of women.
Women have endured many unfair practices and have been the target of abuses of every kind from the earliest of
times. The book illustrates not only the low notes, but the ways women have come back to secure themselves using the
law and other means. A highly recommended book if one wishes to understand more about womenkind.1 of 1 people
found the following review helpful. Five StarsBy Sai's Reviewsl needed it for class. was the right book. stories were
ok.0 of 0 people found the following review helpful. great history book for womenBy |magardenermost history books
don't mention women much except as wives or lesser roles which makes this book a"must have" for anyone's home
library especialy if they have children (I don't). Fascinating stories with a balanced viewpoint.

This classic two-volume history is an exciting and revolutionary look at women's history from prehistoric times to the
present. Its unique organization focuses on the developments, achievements, and changes in women's roles in society.
Rather than examining women's history as an inevitable progression of events along a strict timeline, thistext is
organized within aloose chronology, with chapters focusing on women's place and function in society. This revised
edition provides a new introduction, an updated epilogue on women's livesin Europe since 1988, and a completely
revised bibliography that includes recent scholarship. A History of Their Own restores women to the historical record,
brings their history into focus, and provides models of female action and heroism. Lively and engaging, this new
edition takes readers on a fascinating journey through women's history and the changing roles they have played. In
addition it isan ideal text for general courses in women's studies and women's history and more specialized courses
focusing on women in European history. Volume One covers women's history from the prehistoric period to the
seventeenth century. It includes topics such as the treatment of and attitudes about women during earliest recorded
history; the alternating forces of empowerment and subordination imposed on women by ancient religions and the
emergence of Christianity; peasant women's daily experiences of childbirth, family life, and field labor; women's
religious lives; and the contrast between the lives of noblewomen and the lives of townswomen in early modern
Europe.

From Publishers WeeklyThe authors "ambitiously" chronicle an evolutionary cultural misogyny regarding European
women. "Well-documented discussion of each era sparkles with legendary names and exploits (Eleanor of Aquitaine,
Katherine von Bora, Joan of Arc), made more meaningful to modern readers by showing challenges overcome by
historical women," praised PW. Illustrated. Copyright 1989 Reed Business Information, Inc.From School Library
JournaY A Thisfirst volume of a series begins the monumental task of analyzing history from the feminine
perspective in areadable style. The authors have sifted through a wide range of primary sources to draw areasonable
picture of women's roles from prehistory to present day. Anderson and Zinsser do not find proof of mythologies such
asthes, but they discuss the role that such mythologies played in female aspirations throughout the Middle Ages and
beyond as models for Joan of Arc and other strong women. Periods of church history which encouraged women to
assume leadership are balanced against reactionary periods which denied this possibility despite Biblical support.
Much of the book is spent discussing similarities in women's lives from prehistory until now, using logical categories
(rural women, privileged women, town, and church women). The authors take pains to support al of their conclusions
with historical citations, while keeping the book readable and interesting, if long. Thisis not a book to peruse for
amusement, but Y Aswho are curious about the history of women'sroles will appreciate the book in small doses. The
detailed index will also make this book useful for research. Dorcas Hand, Episcopal High School, Bellaire,
Tex.Copyright 1988 Reed Business Information, Inc.From Library Journa This full-scale history of Europe by two
feminist historians emphasi zes women's common experiences and discards the usual framework of periodization in
this fresh look at events running from the earliest times through the 17th century. It weaves together accounts of
known catastrophes and events with childbirth, religion, and women's work. Specific details, skillfully drawn from
literature and art and recent scholarship on families and communities, bring this history to life. An important
introductory text for students and the general reader. There will be a second volume. Mary Drake McFeely, Univ. of
GeorgiaLib., AthensCopyright 1988 Reed Business Information, Inc.



