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1 of 1 people found the following review helpful. History of HistoryBy CustomerY es, really enjoyed this
comprehensive view of history from the first days - oral history around the campfires- to present. Liked the use of
quotation, and one or 2 sentences summarizing the changing views.1 of 1 people found the following review helpful.
Thisisawonderful and accessible history of historyBy Augustine LovejoyThisis awonderful and accessible history
of history. He covers the subject well and offers akind of history of western civilization as aresult. Highly
recommended.O of 0 people found the following review helpful. Five StarsBy CustomerFantastic book. A must
read.Curt

Treating the practice of history not as an isolated pursuit but as an aspect of human society and an essential part of the
culture of the West, John Burrow magnificently bringsto life and explains the distinctive qualities found in the work
of historians from the ancient Egyptians and Greeks to the present. With alight step and graceful narrative, he gathers
together over 2,500 years of the moments and decisions that have helped create Western identity. This unique
approach is an incredible lens with which to view the past. Standing alone in its ambition, scale and fascination,
Burrow's history of history is certain to stand the test of time.

From BooklistHistory is usually classified as a social science, but Burrow eloguently demonstrates that the writing of
history is an art. And since historians engage in an art form, they are required to use rigor, discipline, and, especially,
analytical skill. It isthat skill that separates Herodotus and Thucydides from earlier Egyptian and Mesopotamian
scribes, whom Burrow classifies as record keepers rather than historians. As he examines the historical writings of
Livy, Bede, McCaulay, and such twentieth-century historians as Huizinga and Bloch, it is fascinating to see the
evolution of various historiographic trends. Some view history as aworking out of a divine plan. Others are militant
secularists with a contempt for the great man theory of development. What seemsto unite all great historiansisa
sincere, if inevitably biased, effort to find deeper meanings that transcend particular events and help us better
understand how individuals function as social actors. While this book will be especially valuable to historians, general
readers can aso learn much from Burrows superbly written analyses of these great histories and those who wrote
them. --Jay Freeman Burrow marshals a lifetime of knowledge and guides the reader effortlessly across the ages.
TimeA fascinating compendium. The New Y orkerA triumph. . . . Reminds us of how often the narratives of the grest
historians resemble works of literature and of how important a secure grasp of historical fact can be to the progress of
culture and the fate of nations. The Wall Street Journal Absorbingly informative. . . . An exemplar of how history
should be written. Witty, scholarly and, above all, fair. The Times (London)About the AuthorJohn Burrow was for
many years Professor of Intellectual History at the University of Sussex. From 1994 to 2000 he was the first Professor
of Intellectual History at Oxford. He is author of A Liberal Descent, Gibbon, Whigs and Liberals: Continuity and
Change in English Political Thought, The Crisis of Reason: European Thought 1848-1914, and That Noble Sphere of
Politics. He will be Distinguished Visiting Professor at Williams College, Massachusetts, January to May 2008.



