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Fernand Braudel : A History of Civilizations before purchasing it in order to gage whether or not it would be worth
my time, and all praised A History of Civilizations:

2 of 4 people found the following review helpful. An old historian writes his view of world historyBy James William
MartinFernand Braudel was born in 1902 in northwestern Lorraine, France and died in Parisin 1985. This book
represents his view of historical events over the past several centuries. | am not a historian so | appreciated and
enjoyed the high level discussions and wide ranging views of world history rather than its tedious details. It brought


http://f3db.com/pub/links.php?id=0140124896

back alot of memories of great teacherslong past. | highly recommend this book to non-historians as good refresher
of world history during the past several centuries. It isalso agreat book to read on abusiness trip.0 of 1 people found
the following review helpful. Five StarsBy Pierre LarsenEvery politician should have to read this book so they know
what they're talking about ( Mr Trump).0 of 1 people found the following review helpful. Thisis an excellent book to
learn historyBy SKThisis an excellent book to learn history. Some books are so difficult to understand and thisis well
written and to the point.

Written from a consciously anti-enthnocentric approach, this fascinating work is a survey of the civilizations of the
modern world in terms of the broad sweep and continuities of history, rather than the "event-based" technique of most
other texts.

From Library Journal Braudel was the most prominent member of the Annales schoal of history in post-World War |1
France. This history, originally published in 1963 as part of curriculum reform for French secondary students, was
eventually judged by French school teachers as too hard for their students and was withdrawn. More than half the book
is devoted to the development of Western civilization, and despite the judgment of French school teachers, it is
suitable for serious high school students along with undergraduate and public libraries. Copyright 1999 Reed Business
Information, Inc.From BooklistA leader of the Annales school, which reacted against the prominence of politics and
personalities in historiography, Braudel wrote based on lalongue dur{ } ee, emphasizing the material basis of daily life--
the routine workings of commerce as it changes over the long term. This outlook has gradually permeated the
profession, and, as so often happens when a good idea proves unstoppable, its proponent takes a turn at textbook
writing. Thisisthe late Braudel's 1962 lesson for French university students on the origin of European, Islamic,

Indian, Asian, and New World civilizations. As atext it wasn't widely adopted, perhaps because France wasthenin a
political uproar, pitting its colonialists--heirs to the civilizing mission of the nineteenth century--against decolonizers.
And the book bears that sign of itstime: The colonial motif pops up everywhere, presented as a timeless feature of
ways of lifein collision. So it was at the Battle of Toursin 732, which stopped the Muslim juggernaut; and so it is now
in the anti-Western sentiments in the Arab world. Whether the conflict split religion and religion, town and country, or
liberty and right, the colonial view benefits from Braudel's phenomenal depth of knowledge and synthesizing agility,
and his palpable curiosity enlivens the sometimes deadly textbook form. For serious history collections. Gilbert
TaylorLanguage NotesText: English Original Language: French



