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Jacques Gernet : A History of Chinese Civilization  before purchasing it in order to gage whether or not it would be 
worth my time, and all praised A History of Chinese Civilization: 

3 of 3 people found the following review helpful. The book confirms my long held impresssion that French people 
know China the most among Europeans.By CustomerOne cannot find the whole history of China in one book except 
by Gernet. Combine it with use of Internet for further detail, one will find i it more than adequate to have the broad 
explanation and deep narrative of history of China.I had Chinese history course when I was a child in China and Hong 
Kong for each year from 5th to 12th grade, which means study the Chinese history in greater detail each year. But that 
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is no comparison to what is in this one book. My own school education only enables me to appreciate this book, which 
reading often change my perception of the past and add new awareness. I study English language in the same school 
system from 5th to 12 grade also. I find it more imposing to read about my ancestors' past and challenging as 
compared to same number of years learning (and practicing) English. To be a scholar in Chinese culture and 
civilization requires much more than to be a linguist.2 of 2 people found the following review helpful. Good book for 
beginnersBy Liying FengThe contents of the book is interesting and it is a good book for a beginner who doesn't know 
much about Chinese civilization.The condition of the second-hand book is good. The shipping is fast. It arrives much 
earlier than expectation.0 of 0 people found the following review helpful. Five StarsBy marinemomMy son REALLY 
likes this book!

When published in 1982, this translation of Professor Jacques Gernet's masterly survey of the history and culture of 
China was immediately welcomed by critics and readers. This revised and updated edition includes a detailed 
chronology that has been updated through 1993, a new bibliography, and an expanded index that includes Chinese 
characters.

"If one could have only one book on China's history, this would be it." Booklist"This is the most detailed and 
comprehensive one-volume survey of China's social, economic, and intellectual history....This should be in the 
reference collection of every serious library." Library Journal"...an excellent book which should be of interest to both 
professional and general readers who study or enjoy the history of China." Asian Thought SocietyLanguage 
NotesText: English, French (translation)From the Back CoverWhen published in 1982, this translation of Professor 
Jacques Gernet's masterly survey of the history and culture of China was immediately welcomed by critics and 
readers. This revised and updated edition makes it more useful for students and for the general reader concerned with 
the broad sweep of China's past. Written with an elegant and flowing narrative, the essential virtue of Jacques Gernet's 
book is to see the history of Chinese civilization as a whole. Yet within the synthesis of the trends - social, political, 
religious, scientific, artistic - that make up China's past and present, the author never loses sight of the telling detail 
that brings history to life. A History of Chinese Civilization is illustrated by a wide range of photographs, many maps, 
line drawings and tables. A detailed and updated chronological table and full bibliography complement the text and the 
expanded index now includes Chinese characters. 


