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Vessantara (Tony McMahon) : A Guide to the Bodhisattvas (Meeting the Buddhas)  before purchasing it in order 
to gage whether or not it would be worth my time, and all praised A Guide to the Bodhisattvas (Meeting the Buddhas): 

1 of 1 people found the following review helpful. Good but not exhaustiveBy C. D. VarnA good guide but doesn't 
cover key bodhisattvas as much as one would like and spends a lot of time on visualization practice.1 of 1 people 
found the following review helpful. About The Different Editions of This Book...By TheseusThis important Tony 
McMahon (Vessantra) book has been released in several different versions.Windhorse Publications first published this 
in 1993. It was revised in the 1994 release. In 2008 they released three "new" books which simply divided the original 
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Meeting the Buddhas into three shorter books (A Guide to the Buddhas, ...to the Deities of the Tantra, ...to the 
Bodhisattvas.)There are also two hardback copies of Meeting the Buddhas you can find -- both a bit pricey.3 of 3 
people found the following review helpful. This is a reprintBy A readerThis is a reprint a portion of the book "Meeting 
the Buddhas: A Guide to Buddhas, Bodhisattvas, and Tantric Deities." That book contains "A Guide to the Deities of 
the Tantra," "A Guide to the Buddhas" and "A Guide to the Bodhisattvas" all in one volume, at a comparable price, if 
you'd prefer that format. The new separate editions don't seem to have been updated, as far as I can tell.

When we meet with one of the Bodhisattvaswhether in a painting or sculpture or visualized in meditationwe are 
brought face to face with a being that embodies Enlightenment. An encounter with such a figure is likely to move us 
far more deeply than a list of the qualities of someone who is enlightened.Bodhisattvas, or Enlightenment Beings, are 
dedicated to one thing: helping ordinary people on the path towards Enlightenment. The bodhisattvas know that they 
do not live alone; they are not apart from the rest of life. Seeking Enlightenment for themselves alone can never satisfy 
bodhisattvas as they witness the suffering that is all around. Their vision is to work endlessly in the service of living 
beings, helping them achieve Enlightenment.This guide introduces a panoply of these figures, superheroes all, brilliant 
and beautiful, from the vast array that exists in the Buddhist tradition. Meet Tara, the rescuer; Manjusri, the 
Bodhisattva of Wisdom; Avalokiteshvara, the Bodhisattva of Compassion; and others. Meeting them, we are touched 
by their qualities; seeing them in our minds eye, we can be transformed.This is fascinating reading that is written with 
a lightness of touch that really brings it to life.A much published and well-respected Buddhist author, meditator, and 
teacher, Vessantara is a senior member of the Western Buddhist Order. He holds a particular love for Tibetan 
Buddhism and the associated visualization practices, and he is also well-known as an effective storyteller.

About the AuthorA much published and well-respected Buddhist author, meditator and teacher, Vessantara is a senior 
member of the Western Buddhist Order. He holds a particular love for Tibetan Buddhism and his known particularly 
as an effective storyteller. 


