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0 of 0 people found the following review helpful. Giving Voice to Maalas Forgotten SistersBy PatriciaM. HudsonAs
the evidence continues to mount that educating girls in emerging countries is the single most potent engine of social
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and economic development, French-American historian Rebecca Rogers provides atimely and beautifully crafted
story of one French womans struggles to bring girls education and cross-cultural understanding to Frances 19th
century colonial experiment in Algeria. While Rogers heroine, Madame L uce, influenced by Saint-Simonian ideals,
began by focusing on teaching indigenous Algerian girls to read and write in order to contribute to the French
civilizing mission in the Maghreb, she soon encounters the same prejudices that continue to color todays struggles to
give voice to the other half of humanity. French colonial officials cut off funding to Madame Luces school in part
because they feared teaching indigenous Algerian girls to read and write and introducing them to European culture
sullied them for Arab life. Sound familiar? Madame L uce then readapted her school to train Algerian girlsin the art of
embroidery, providing them with an important livelihood and creating the groundwork for an indigenous handicraft
industry that lives on today. In meticulously tracing the political, cultural and economic forces that shaped Madame
Luces life, Rogers not only restores important contours to the story of French colonization in Africa and the history of
girls education, she lovingly shines alight on her own devotion to the historians vocation and the joy of giving life to
forgotten figures. In doing so, Rogers takes this beautiful story beyond the narrow confines of historiography and
presents us with an important addition to understanding todays most urgent challenges of bridging differences across
Christian and Muslim traditions and reconfiguring social hierarchies.0 of 0 people found the following review helpful.
What a fascinating woman!By Mary L RobertsMadame L uce was an indomitable woman who challenged the norms of
both race and gender in her efforts to educate Algerian girls. Rogers has opened up awhole new field of study here,
and brought the issue of gender to the study of French imperialism in anovel way. She writes with great intelligence
and erudition. But at the heart of this book isagreat story of an amazing woman, told with elegance and verve.--Mary
L ouise Roberts, Professor, University of Wisconsin Madison

Eugnie Luce was a French schoolteacher who fled her husband and abandoned her family, migrating to Algeriain the
early 1830s. By the mid-1840s she had become a major figure in debates around educational policies, insisting that
women were acritical dimension of the French effort to effect afusion of the races. To aid this fusion, she founded the
first French school for Muslim girlsin Algiersin 1845, which thrived until authorities cut off her funding in 1861. At
this point, she switched from teaching spelling, grammar, and sewing, to embroideryan endeavor that attracted the
attention of prominent British feminists and gave her school a celebrated reputation for generations.The portrait of this
remarkable woman reveals the role of women and girlsin the imperia projects of the time and sheds light on why they
have disappeared from the historical record since then.

"In A Frenchwoman's Imperial Story: Madame Luce in Nineteenth-Century Algeria, Rebecca Rogers, a Professor at
the Universit Paris Descartes and an expert in the history of the French educational system, lucidly explores Luce's
work in the field, bringing a wealth of precise detail severything from what the lessons in the school room were like to
prize-giving ceremonies and hygiene inspections.” (Oline Eaton New Books in Biography)" This book opens up an
entire socia universe detailing the vicissitudes of indigenous girls schooling in French Algeria and the shifting politics
of colonia education that remained largely concealed until now. Rogers' study stands out due to the originality of its
approach, the freshness of its conceptualization, and the elegance and clarity of the prose." (Julia Clancy-Smith
University of Arizona)"This book is athoroughly engaging contribution to the historical literature on nineteenth-
century colonial Algeria. . . Rogers writes sensitively about Allix Luce's personal struggles while always remaining
alert to her tendency to embroider her own story . . . Drawing on her deep familiarity with education for girlsin
nineteenth-century France, Rogers efficiently highlights what is ‘colonia’ about this story . . . It may not prove easy for
historians of Algeriato recover women'slives asvivid as that of Madame Luce, but Rogers's pursuit of her subject
through the archives should serve as inspiration to other researchers hoping to broaden our understanding of the
gendered dynamics of French colony-building." (Owen White Nineteenth-Century French Studies)"Rogers's
exemplary scholarship and nuanced narrative is essential reading for anyone interested in women's contributions to
France'smission civilisatrice." (Patricia M. E. Lorcin Social History)"Rogers's book isworth reading not only because
it recounts afascinating story about a mostly forgotten woman, but also because of the broader historical and
methodological questionsit addresses . . . Rogers builds a convincing case for the broader relevance of her study . . . In
writing this remarkable book, Rogers has both drawn attention to this gap in our knowledge, and she has begun to fill
it." (Denise Z. Davidson The Journal of Modern History)"Rogers instead uses the biography of Luce to challenge
gender politicsin the writing of history, and to explore the limitations of the archive. By specifically drawing attention
to the silences in the archive, particularly that surrounding the indigenous girls who attended L uce's school, and
counterbalancing this with the material legacy which they left (the embroidered goods, exhibited, for example, at the
early universal exhibitions), she offers areinterpretation of the colonization of Algeria during the nineteenth
centuryone which elucidates the role that women (European and indigenous) played in the development of Algeria. . .
Indeed, her argument for the importance of studying this material culture as a means of demonstrating how 'native
women' contributed actively to the social, economic and cultural changes in nineteenth-century Algeria could offer a
solution to the silences of the archive and the exclusion of colonized women from official histories." (Kate Marsh



Women's History )" This work is a stunning achievement. It presents a fascinating and important contribution to the
history of women, empire, and historical biography." (Whitney Walton Purdue University)"Rogers contributes to a
growing body of literature that calls into question the notion that imperialism was a largely masculine enterprise. In
fact, Rogers builds on a number of studies that have included Mme. Luce and her school in their analyses of the
history of women and empire. Y et, Rogers's book is the first to explore the life of this woman in greater detail,
situating her initiatives in the larger histories of international feminism, material culture, and feminine education in
both France and empire, and the politics of early colonial Algeria. . . Ultimately the biography of Mme. Luce does
more than simply 'add color to the past.' By detailing how one woman and her goals of educating indigenous girls
factored into larger ideas about France's civilizing mission, Rogers has shed new light on the significance of gender in
the making of early colonial Algeria." (Margaret Cook Andersen H-France of Books)"Rebecca Rogers has written a
first-rate biography about Eugnie Allix Luce (18041882), a determined French schoolteacher in mid-nineteenth-
century Algiers. She has also made a significant contribution to the historiography of primary education, ethnic
relations, cultural patrimony, international feminism, and colonia administration, among other inherently gendered
issuesin the social history of French Algeria." (James Smith Allen American Historical )"In A Frenchwoman's
Imperia Story Rebecca Rogers uses the fascinating career of Eugenie Allix Luce to illuminate the opportunities and
constraints that presented themselves to women who became active participants in the French Empire. After six years
of an unhappy marriage to a French schoolteacher, Eugenie Allix fled to Algeriain 1832, where she eventually
remarried Louis Luce, a French soldier and musician, and became a prominent figure, opening a school for Muslim
girlsaimed at the 'fusion of civilizations." Rogers uses Eugeni€e's career to trace the shifting views of the French
Empire toward Arab education, which led to her move from book-learning to embroidery in the 1860s. In this
innovative biography Rogers also tells us her own story, as she tracks Eugenie L uce across continents, in archives and
libraries, and ponders the gaps, meanings, and legacies of Luce's fascinating life." (Pinkney Prize)"Rebecca Rogers
prizewinning A Frenchwoman's Imperia Story isalively, intelligent, and evocative study that weaves together issues
relating to empire, education, gender, and material culture. It reveals sophisticated uses of visual sources and of the
caches of lettres-fleuves and administrative exchanges that Eugnie Luce left in her wake." (Eric T. Jennings
Paedagogica Historica)"Roger offers a fresh perspective on the French civilizing mission and the conquest and
pacification of Algeria, highlighting previously neglected gendered dimensions of the colonial encounter and bringing
to light the role played by both European and indigenous women and girls in the French political project and colonial
Algerias market economy." (Joanna Warson European History Quarterly)"The recent scholarship has given attention
to Luce's achievementsin Algeria but Rogers' tour de force isto use the polyphony of often discordant voices,
combined with an impressive detective work on Luce and research on education in Algeriato offer a pictures of Luce
as akey player for the schooling of Algerian girls. . . Rogers book is amasterpiece of historical research and a
thoroughly enjoyable scholarly pieceto read." (Charlotte Faucher History of Education)About the AuthorRebecca
Rogersis Professor of History at the Universit Paris Descartes.



