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Margaret Orbell : A Concise Encyclopedia of Maori Myth and Legend  before purchasing it in order to gage 
whether or not it would be worth my time, and all praised A Concise Encyclopedia of Maori Myth and Legend: 

0 of 0 people found the following review helpful. Maori myths and legends great book, tells you a lot about the 
meanings ...By feliciaMaori myths and legends great book ,tells you a lot about the meanings of things like the 
morepork owl for example warnings if you see him during the day very spiritual bird to Maori people .0 of 0 people 
found the following review helpful. Dry, but worth a read if you have an interest in such thingsBy Paul LawrenceNew 

http://f3db.com/pub/links.php?id=0908812566


Zealand is an amazingly beautiful place and any travel nut really should get around to seeing the place at least once in 
their life. But of course physical beauty is one thing, many travellers will also want to learn a bit about the history and 
culture of a place. And I'm one of them. So on a trip to New Zealand I picked this up in a book shop hoping for a 
rollicking read and some insight into the spiritual style beliefs of the Maori people of NZ. And certainly this concise 
but complete feeling book isn't the worst book I've ever read by a long way. The book is set out logically and contains 
a whole heapin' helpin' of entries regarding mythological characters from the native culture of the country.Overall I 
found this a pretty good primer and it was interesting to contrast the characters and their trials and their ideas with 
those of Australian Aboriginal people I've read about in other works. The dilemna here is there is a bit of repetition - 
as you'd expect perhaps given that many of these figures are going to be arch-types and many of the tales are going to 
be about universal human traits. Also many of the entries are very brief - as the book says this isn't supposed to be just 
a collection of tales it is actually an encyclopedia. So many of the entries just tell you who a certain person or creature 
was and not really any tale involving them. At times I felt that this might be better suited to a student of mythology 
rather than a tourist looking for some extra insight. Despite its concise nature it was a bit of a slog to get through at 
times.Given it's dry nature and the fact that this is more of an encyclopedia rather than a book of tales this may not be 
the best place to start on this subject. But for what it is the book serves it's purpose and perhaps this would best be used 
as a companion book to other releases with more linear narrative styles.

Based on The Illustrated Encyclopedia of Maori Myth and Legend, this is a concise guide to Maori myths and legends, 
religious beliefs, folklore and history. More than 300 entries, arranged alphabetically, reveal the subtlety and 
complexity of the tradional Maori view of the world.
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