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Peter Berresford Ellis: A Brief History of the Druids (Brief Histories S) before purchasing it in order to gage
whether or not it would be worth my time, and all praised A Brief History of the Druids (Brief Histories S):

10 of 10 people found the following review helpful. Good source on the DruidsBy K. MurphyThisis probably the best
treatment the Druids have received from any book | have read, though it suffers from Ellis' typical tendency to focus
on tiny details, be sceptical of Classical sources, and repeat the same points constantly.lt was Ellis book 'The Celtic


http://f3db.com/pub/links.php?id=1841194689

Empire' that first sparked my interest in the Ancient Celtic (particularly Gaulish) world several years ago, and this
book iswritten and outlined similarly. The subject of the book is of course the 'priestly caste' of the pre-Christian
Celtic world, who have been long known for several centuries as mistletoe-worshipping, human-sacrificing barbarian
philosophers with huge beards.As | imagined he would, Ellis fiercely challenges the stereotypes, often at the expense
of the writings and observations of various Classical and British scholars. He uses the culture and religion of Ancient
Indiato show their common Indo-European roots with the Celts and reveal their common religious heritage, and how
many of the features of Druidism were actually to be found across ancient Europe, even in the Classical World.l do not
agree with how Ellis handled the subject of human sacrifice in the Celtic world. He paints it to be arare occurence yet
he gives us an account of the barbaric slaughter of Greek prisoners by a Galatian warband, and severa other similar
incidents. He then goes into Gaelic myth, which only records one case of human sacrifice (to Crom Cruach, which was
incidentally overthrown by the Druids), and lastly concludes with the matter of human sacrifice in the Romano-Greek
world. In my opinion, giving a dozen scattered examples of Roman and Greek sacrifices does not even need to bein a
book on Celtic religion; it is straying away from the whole thrust of the chapter. Overall, | found the author's treatment
of this subject to be less than adequate, or fair to the Classical World.Overall, however, | was deeply impressed with
the content and scope of this book. The author does not dig deep into a bunch of kinky new-age mystic stuff, but
simply presents that which is known about the Druids in a readable manner. He touches on avariety of interesting
topics, including the true meaning of the name 'Druid', the role of Christianity and female Druids in Druidism, and,
most interesting to me as a student of the Roman-era Celtic world, the role of the Druids in the 1st-4th Century Roman
Empire. Were the Druids wiped out by the righteously indignant Roman legionaries, as tradition tells us, or did they
simply come to occupy different social roles? The author's answer to this question is provocative and informative. The
Book's chapters are: Introduction (Identifying the Druids); the Celtic World; Origins of the Druids; Druids through
Foreign Eyes; Druids through Celtic Eyes; Female Druids; Religion of the Druids; Rituals of the Druids; Wisdom of
the Druids (further divided into 10 sections); and Reviving the Druids. It aso contains a comprehensive bibliography
and index.0 of 0 people found the following review helpful. A Brief History of the Druids by Peter Berresford EllisBy
Nicol LoeserThe Author meticulously examined and counter-examined all documentation and multiple opinions on
such documentations, so much so that in the beginning of the book, | was wondering if any conclusions would ever be
drawn. Finally, he made some conclusions which surprised me, since | really was new to this material, and it all made
good sense actually. The analysis covered alarge land mass (Indo-European territories), but | did not find that
confusing at all. | found the writing style and conclusions clear and easy to follow. This book really enlightened me
about Celtic Society, therole of Druidsin it, and also explained what happened to the Druids. | now feel that | have a
greater understanding of this subject, asif | have a grasp of the "Big Picture." Anyone with an interest in thistime
period (or who are curious about Celtic Society and Druids) should read this book.7 of 7 people found the following
review helpful. Essential for understanding European thought and historyBy S. Caseyl recently completed a movie
script that takes place in pre-Christian Europe. This book was an absolutely essential tool in my research.Berresford
Ellisis athorough and careful scholar, but he writes clearly, and engagingly. Occasionally, he takes on other scholars
and he does repeat that the Romans' authority on Celtic mattersis highly biased. Given that almost all academic
research on pre-Medieval matters relies heavily on Roman sources, Ellis's insistance on their fallibility isimportant.
He carefully traces several fallen chestnuts of "knowledge" to their sources. Likewise, he uncovers many good ancient
accounts of ancient (mostly Greek) encounters with Druidism that differ radically from the received (mostly Roman)
knowledge.The book was an eye-opener on that score. | have not found a more reliable source of information on
Druidic matters than this one.

Peter Berresford Ellis sifts through evidence and, with reference to the latest archaeol ogical findings and the use of
etymology, shows that the Druids have been subject to a swaythe of propaganda and myth-making through the
centuries.

Readable and well-researched... a useful guide... -- - Count Nikolai Tolstoy * Times Higher Education Supplement *
Finally, abook that separates fact from mythology, telling us what we can and cannot know about the ancient Druids.
This remarkable book by aleading historian of the Celts offers much for the academician as well as the general reader.
Fascinating reading! -- Joseph A. King, author of Ireland to North AmericaAbout the AuthorPeter Berresford Ellisis
the author of many books, including highly regarded works on Celtic history and culture. He is a Fellow of three Royal
Societiesin historical and antiquarian fields and the recipient of many awards and honours for his work.



