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Conrad Schirokauer, David Lurie, Suzanne Gay : A Brief History of Japanese Civilization  before purchasing it 
in order to gage whether or not it would be worth my time, and all praised A Brief History of Japanese Civilization: 

1 of 1 people found the following review helpful. For those interested in Japan's historyBy Carlos HernandezThis book 
covers a lot of preiods of japanese history in a short and simple manner. It tells you about the koffun, edo, and every 
period leading up to modern Japan. A great book foranyone trying to get a brief taste of the history of Japan.1 of 1 
people found the following review helpful. Four StarsBy Customercouldnt pass my class without this.1 of 1 people 
found the following review helpful. A required text but nice to have anywayBy Melanie KleimanI ordered this 
required text for my summer Japanese history course. It is a beautiful book to look at, and although a bit densely 

http://f3db.com/pub/links.php?id=0495913251


written, it seems to be a good introduction to a complex and labyrinthine subject.

This compelling text explores the development of Japan through its art, religion, literature, and thought as well as 
through its economic, political, and social history. The author team combines strong research with extensive classroom 
teaching experience to offer a clear, consistent, and highly readable text that is accessible to students with no previous 
knowledge of the history of Japan.

PART I: BEGINNINGS AND FOUNDATIONS. 1. The Prehistory of the Japanese Archipelago. 2. The Early State: 
Chinese and Korean Influences. PART II: ARISTOCRATS, MONKS, AND SAMURAI. 3. The Heian Period. 4. The 
Kamakura Period in Japan. 5. Muromachi Japan. PART III: EARLY MODERN/LATE TRADITIONAL JAPAN. 6. 
The Formation of a New Order. 7. Tokugawa Shogunate. PART IV: JAPAN AND THE MODERN WORLD. 8. 
Endings and Beginnings: From Tokugawa to Meiji, 1787-1873. 9. The Emergence of Modern Japan: 1874-1894. 10. 
Imperial Japan: 1895-1931. 11. Militarism and War. 12. The New Japan. Afterword.About the AuthorConrad 
Schirokauer currently serves as Senior Scholar and Adjunct Professor at Columbia University as well as Professor 
Emeritus at the City University of New York. In addition to A BRIEF HISTORY OF CHINESE AND JAPANESE 
CIVILIZATIONS (and its separate volumes on China and Japan), he has published articles on Song intellectual 
history and served as co-editor (with Robert Hymes) of ORDERING THE WORLD: APPROACHES TO STATE 
AND SOCIETY IN SUNG DYNASTY CHINA and as translator of CHINA'S EXAMINATION HELL, by Miyazaki 
Ichisada. 


