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Liana Finck : A Bintel Brief: Loveand Longing in Old New York before purchasing it in order to gage whether or
not it would be worth my time, and all praised A Bintel Brief: Love and Longing in Old New Y ork:

4 of 4 people found the following review helpful. Really a hauntingly beautiful piece. Obviously evocative of acertain
timeBy R. CaseReally a hauntingly beautiful piece. Obviously evocative of acertain time, and the art is suffused with
that nostalgia -- but the problems the | etter writers describe are also so every day in their joy, pain and longing that the
book isawonderful visit to the past and present at the same time. | was transported reading it. Brava Liana Finck! (Or
as the brief writers themselves might have said more properly, "A sheynem dank, Liana'2 of 2 people found the
following review helpful. A good book.By GeorgeGrew up in NY C in the 50's, tho not Jewish, remember The Bintl
Brief in the Forward. A good book.3 of 3 people found the following review helpful. These wonderful, heartfelt stories
are brilliantly illuminated by Liana's deeply ...By Anthony V. Scally Jr.Do not pass this by! These wonderful ,heartfelt
stories are brilliantly illuminated by Liana's deeply moving artwork. Thisis abook you can look at many, many times.
Absolutely tremendous!


http://f3db.com/pub/links.php?id=0062291610

In anillustrative style that is a thrilling mash-up of Art Spiegelman's deft emotionality, Roz Chast's hilarious neuroses,
and the magical spirit of Marc Chagall, A Bintel Brief is Liana Fincks evocative, elegiac love letter to the turn-of-the-
century Jewish immigrants who transformed New Y ork City and Americaitself.A Bintel Brief "A Bundle of

L etters'was the enormously popular advice column of The Forward, the widely read Yiddish language newspaper
begun in 1906 New Y ork. Written by a diverse community of Eastern European Jewish immigrants, these letters spoke
to the daily heartbreaks and comedies of their new lives, capturing the hope, isolation, and confusion of
assimilation.Drawn from these | etterssel ected and adapted by Liana Finck and brought to life in her appealing two-
color illustrationsA Bintel Brief isatour of Lower East Side New Y ork, and includes an imaginative conversation
with the Yiddish "Dear Abby," Abraham Cahan, The Forward's legendary editor and creator of the Bintel Brief
column.From premarital sex to family politics to struggles with jobs and money, A Bintel Brief is an enlightening look
at a segment of Americasrich cultural past that offers fresh insights for our own lives as well.

[One] the most powerful books Ive read so far this year Fincksillustrations intensify the emotional resonance of these
letters, invoking the buoyant magic of Marc Chagall, but also sometimes descending into the cramped world of the
tenements. (NPR's Fresh Air)[Finck] brings an entirely new dimension to what has become, for modern readers, a
portal into aworld that feelsimpossibly distant. (The Paris (online review))Taken together, even just these 11 letters
provide an invaluable sooty window onto life on the Lower East Side. A Bintel Brief makes you positively hungry to
read comparable |etters to American immigrant newspapers around the country right now. (New York Times)[A]
sharp, evocative style that reminds me sometimes of Ben Katchor and other times of Roz Chast. Fincks book is more
than a collection of advice columns, though-its an imaginative leap into the art of nostalgial really loved A Bintel
Brief. (Slate)A wonderfully illustrated gem of a booklve read that story several times over the years, but rarely savored
it quite the way | did with Fincks book. Thisis because of the drawings. (Tablet)[A] rich, hilarious and authentic fable.
Fincks versatility and imagination makes this book a delight. (Miami Herald)From the Back CoverAn evocative,
elegiac love letter to New Y ork City and the immigrant culture that continues to make it the most original and
influential city in the world.As the nineteenth century gave way to the twentieth, a surge of Jewish immigrantsto New
Y ork City reshaped indelibly not only the culture of the metropolis but of Americaitself. Struggling to assimilateto a
new world while reconciling it to the old one they had left behind, these men and women shared their most private
hopes and fearsin a series of letters submitted to "A Bintel Brief"Yiddish for "A Bundle of Letters'the enormously
popular, deeply affecting and often hilarious advice column of the newspaper The Forward.Conceived by Abraham
Cahan, editor of The Forward, who answered every letter himself, A Bintel Brief transformed the fortunes of the
paper, rapidly making it the most widely read Y iddish-language newspaper in the world. The letters that flooded into
A Bintel Brief spoke with unparalleled immediacy to the daily heartbreaks and comedies of their bewildered writers
new lives, capturing the hope, isolation and confusion of assimilation, from intergenerational family politics and
judgmental neighbors to crises of faith, unrequited love, runaway husbands, soul-crushing poverty and the difficulty of
building an entirely new life from scratch.Drawn from these letterssel ected and adapted by Liana Finck and brought to
lifein her singularly expressive illustrations that combine Art Spiegelman's deft emotionality and the magical spirit of
Marc ChagallA Bintel Brief is awonderful panorama of aworld and its people who, though long gone, are startlingly
like ourselves. It is also a platonic love story of sorts between Abraham Cahan and Liana, asthey engagein a
bittersweet dialogue that explores the pleasures and perils of nostalgia, even asit affirms the necessary forward
movement of life. About the AuthorLiana Finck studied fine art and graphic design at Cooper Union College. A former
Fulbright fellow and recipient of a Six Points Fellowship for Emerging Jewish Artists, her work has appeared in The
New Y orker, The Forward and Tablet, anong other publications. She livesin New Y ork City.



