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Gary Greenberg: 101 Myths of the Bible: How Ancient Scribes | nvented Biblical History before purchasingitin
order to gage whether or not it would be worth my time, and all praised 101 Myths of the Bible: How Ancient Scribes
Invented Biblical History:

2 of 3 people found the following review helpful. A great resource for the rational Biblical readerBy BookHimDanl
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love all of Gary Greenberg's books. Asabiblical and legal scholar (Doctor of Law), he brings a uniquely rational and
logical approach to everything he writes. The title is a bit unfortunate, asit has a negative connotation of debunking
myths, but the truth is that the book gives you the historical and theological sources for each bible story. So, while we
all may have read of Gilgamesh in relation to Noah's Ark story, Greenberg brings dozens of similar stories from the
surrounding cultures of the time for EACH of the biblical stories.While | knew of some of the Ugaritic stories, the
bulk of background information in this book is about Egyptian stories, most of which were new to me.If you are
looking for tools to help you think about the bible in "rational” rather than "faith" terms, then you will probably find
this book interesting, as| did.I like to think of the bible, besides as being the first-ever, greatest-ever and largest-scale-
ever literary and poetic work, also as the "state of the art" of the most advanced thinkers of the day. If you think of it in
that light, then you would want to know what others knew and were thinking at the time. Greenberg's book (like all his
other books) gives you exactly the background you are probably missing to judge this claim. If the bible encompasses
everything what was known and understood back THEN about creation, history, genealogy, theology, morality and
law, then you would hope and expect it to contain al prior knowledge known to humanity at the time of its writing.3
of 4 people found the following review helpful. Bible MythsBy Gerald PrazakBy and large quite interesting, but in at
least one spot inaccurate.On Pg 210, the author states the I sraelites sang "the Song of Maoses' which is arecap of the
destruction of the Egyptian army in the Red Sea. He further states that the Hebrews only sang of the drowning of the
soldiers, "In it there is no mention of the splitting of the sea." Then he uses Exodus 15:7 to prove the point, but he
didn't read further. In Exodus 15:8 "And with a blast of thy nostrils the waters were gathered together, the floods stood
upright as an heap and the depths were congealed in the heart of the sea." That sounds like a parting of the water to me.
Now | don't believe it happened that way either, but if you want to make a point, don't stop reading the text you are
quoting, but only as far as you want.Otherwise very illuminating and a fun read.O of 0 people found the following
review helpful. Five StarsBy Albert SilverGreat book.

In his startling book, Gary Greenberg exposes the reality behind the greatest story ever told. Learn about the Egyptian
myths and ancient folklore that survive in one of history's most sacred texts, and discover how:-King David's
bodyguard, not David, killed Goliath-Noah's Ark did not land on Mount Ararat-Samson did not pull down a Philistine
temple-There are at |east two versions of the Ten Commandments-The walls of Jericho were destroyed 300 years
before Joshua arrived there-Sodom and Gomorrah were mythical cities that never existed-The story of Esther had
nothing to do with the Jews of Persia-And much, much morel01 Myths of the Bible provides a new dimension of
biblical studiesfor believers, historians and anyone who has ever wondered about the facts behind the legends. By
looking deeper into history, Greenberg shows that the true story makes the Bible more interesting than ever imagined!
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