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0 of 0 people found the following review helpful. Accurate Understanding of TheologyBy Randall IrelandI have read 
other books by Peters and they are too frequently theology inaccurate. When you are seeking to define a theological 
set of beliefs you really need to do your research. With the question being "Do I sufficiently understand the definition 
and application of this belief so that I can relate it clearly and accurately to my readers". Is this possible one might ask, 
and the answer is a definite yes. Every faith, at least all those who have a written text of their faith, has a book or series 
of books that defines the details and application of the faith. In Christianity this would be various systematic theology 
text that are used in the training provided by the particular faith including graduation from seminary. There are several 
theological text that are across the board by several different Christian "denominations" such as: Christian Theology 
by M.Erickson, Theology for the Community of God by Stanley Grenz, A Systematic Theology of the Christian 
Religion by Oliver Buswell. Also Critical Commentaries such as The New Interpreters Bible Commentary and the 
Word Biblical Commentary providing Greek exegesis of the Biblical Text. And the same type of in depth material are 
available for all the worlds major faiths. These basic beliefs are too important to begin a study with incomplete or 
inaccurate understanding and then attempt to relate these teachings to others. The value of this book is the broad base 
of subjects that are presented for the faiths of Christianity, Jewdaism, and Islam.1 of 1 people found the following 
review helpful. Recommended but not exactly a pleasure to readBy JackalIf you are interested in a comparison 
between the three religions, Judaism, Christianity and Islam, then this is the book for you. The style of writing is a bit 
dull, but it is the best comparison that I am aware of. I with the author would have included figures and charts, but 
clearly the author is old school and you will have to do with text alone. Unfortunately, you will have to buy volume 1 
and 2 since they are cross-referenced to a large extent. The book clearly is a textbook as is priced accordingly.21 of 25 
people found the following review helpful. The 3 M.E. Monotheisms ComparedBy William Garrison Jr.For 
clarification, there are actually 2 different books here with the same title, except for different volume numbers. The 
title to both books is: "The Monotheists: Jews, Christians, and Muslims in Conflict and Competition." Both books 
have the same bluish-color cover, so they may seem to be the same in small pictures. To differentiate, you need to see 
the fine print: "Volume I: The Peoples of God" versus the altogether separate book "Volume II: The Words and Will 
of God." Vol. I: tells the story of the foundation and formation of the three monotheistic communities, of their visible, 
historical presence (ISBN:0-691-11460-9; 328 pages). Volume II: is devoted to their inner life, the spirit that animates 
and regulates them (ISBN:0-691-11461-7; 406 pages). Other books by F.E. Peters are: "Islam: A Guide for Jews and 
Christians", "Judaism, Christianity, and Islam", and "The Children of Abraham."

The world's three great monotheistic religions have spent most of their historical careers in conflict or competition 
with each other. And yet in fact they sprung from the same spiritual roots and have been nurtured in the same 
historical soil. This book--an extraordinarily comprehensive and approachable comparative introduction to these 
religions--seeks not so much to demonstrate the truth of this thesis as to illustrate it. Frank Peters, one of the world's 
foremost experts on the monotheistic faiths, takes Judaism, Christianity, and Islam, and after briefly tracing the roots 
of each, places them side by side to show both their similarities and their differences. Volume I, The Peoples of God, 
tells the story of the foundation and formation of the three monotheistic communities, of their visible, historical 
presence. Volume II, The Words and Will of God, is devoted to their inner life, the spirit that animates and regulates 
them. Peters takes us to where these religions live: their scriptures, laws, institutions, and intentions; how each seeks to 
worship God and achieve salvation; and how they deal with their own (orthodox and heterodox) and with others (the 
goyim, the pagans, the infidels). Throughout, he measures--but never judges--one religion against the other. The prose 
is supple, the method rigorous. This is a remarkably cohesive, informative, and accessible narrative reflecting a 
lifetime of study by a single recognized authority in all three fields. The Monotheists is a magisterial comparison, for 
students and general readers as well as scholars, of the parties to one of the most troubling issues of today--the fierce, 
sometimes productive and often destructive, competition among the world's monotheists, the siblings called Jews, 
Christians, and Muslims.


